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Course Handbook and Student Guide 



 
Introduction to the Course 

A Very Warm Welcome to A Level Sociology! 

Sociology is the study of society, in particular the western developed world. Over the next two years you will be exploring the meaning of culture and identity to 
different groups in society and examining structures and institutions in society such as education, media, crime and the judicial system, and families. We will also be 
looking at inequality, focusing on class, gender, ethnicity, age, sexuality and disability.  Sociologists use theoretical perspectives to analyse different social 
phenomena and social processes, and the A Level will introduce you to a range of methods used in sociological research, such as interviews, 
questionnaires/surveys, experiments, observations, and more.  This course will give you an appreciation of the wide range of theoretical perspectives in Sociology 
and an opportunity to look at how sociology is applied to real life. You will learn and develop valuable transferable skills in application, analysis and evaluation, and 
will have the chance to debate and discuss current affairs. 

Learner Behaviours and the Learning Environment 

Attendance and Punctuality 

It is our expectation that you attend all timetabled lessons on time; there is a full syllabus to cover and every Sociology lesson will offer you different and valuable 
insights and perspectives. Sociology lessons are fast-paced, in order to maximise the learning time allocated; lateness to lessons causes unnecessary disruption to 
your own and others’ learning and should be avoided. 

Absence 

Whilst full attendance is our expectation, we recognise that there will be occasions when absence is unavoidable. On such occasions, it is your responsibility to 
make contact with your teacher to request resources. You should ensure that you read the material set, write up any notes from your peers, and complete any 
homework tasks set on time and to the best of your ability. Your tutor cannot be expected to repeat the lesson for you personally, but after you have completed 
the required reading and notes, you should ensure that you speak to them directly to clarify any questions/uncertainties you may have. 

If your absence is known in advance, you should speak to your tutor about this at the earliest possible convenience to obtain permission for absence and/or to 
collect the required resources. 

Course Deadlines 

All deadlines should be met throughout the course. Your tutors will give you deadlines for all homework/ independent study pieces that need to be observed and 
adhered to.  



The Learning Environment 

It is vital that you arrive at each session fully prepared and ready to contribute. Be ready to engage with, extend, and challenge the ideas of others – you will learn 
far more this way! Similarly, never be afraid to ask questions of each other, or of your tutors; there really is no such thing as a silly question! If you are puzzling over 
a point or detail, there is a good chance somebody else is wondering about the same thing. Some of the best work at this level is produced by students asking 
questions of each other and investigating solutions together. 

The successful construction of a conducive and productive learning environment at A Level relies on us all arriving prepared and committed to our studies. Ensure 
that all reading and written tasks set are completed ahead of the session; this will help you to feel more confident in contributing your ideas to small-group and 
whole-class discussions. Similarly, it is a good idea to make notes during the session on ideas discussed and questions raised; these are an invaluable tool for 
revision and further research and should be reviewed, updated, developed, and refined during your independent study time.  

Every member of the group is responsible for maintaining the high standards expected of Post-16 learners at The Marsh Academy, both within and outside of the 
Sociology classroom. Consistently demonstrating a respectful attitude is key to establishing positive relationships and ensuring that everyone is able to achieve 
their full potential. Behaviours which may seem inconsequential – such as whispering or talking over others, texting in class, interrupting others whilst they are 
making a point, or arriving late – almost always have a negative impact. As adult learners, we are sure you will take personal responsibility in ensuring that we are 
able to create the best possible learning environment for everyone. 

 

Independent Study 

Each week, you will be expected to spend around five hours on your Sociology studies away from the classroom; this will be made up of a combination reading, 
research, essay writing and presentation preparation) as well as your own self-directed tasks (such as reviewing and expanding notes made during sessions). Where 
time allows, make use of reading lists to enrich and deepen your understanding and appreciation of Sociology beyond the topics set for examination study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Specification 

Throughout the duration of the linear two-year A Level course, you will follow AQA’s exciting new Sociology specification, which is separated into three papers: 

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods (33.3% - examination lasting 2 hours) 

Education, Methods in Context, Theory and Methods 

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology (33.3% - examination lasting 2 hours) 

Families and Households, Media 

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Methods in Context (33.3% - examination lasting 2 hours) 

Crime and Deviance, Methods in Context 

 

The full AQA specification can be accessed online at http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF  

It is advisable for you to read the specification in conjunction with this handbook, to ensure that you are fully aware of what you will be assessed on and how you 
will be assessed. It is also recommended that you keep a copy of the specification safely for you to refer back to throughout the course.  
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A-Level Sociology Course Outline 

Topic Content 

Family 
(y12) 

General Introduction to Sociological Perspectives: Functionalism, Marxism and Feminism 

Family – Intro to Families and Households 

Family and Couples 

Family and Childhood 

Family: Theories of the Family - Functionalism 

Family: Theories of the Family – Marxism 

Family: Theories of the Family – Feminism 

Family: Theories of the Family – Personal Life Perspectives 

Family: Theories of the Family – Postmodernism 

Family: Changing family patterns – Partnerships 

Family: Changing Family Patterns - Divorce 

Family: Family Diversity – Birth, Death and Ageing Population 

Family: Family Diversity – Migration and Globalisation 

Family: Families and Social Policy 

End of Unit Revision 

End of Unit Test 

 

 



Term Content 

Education 

(Y12) 

Education: Class Differences in Achievement 1 (External Factors) 

Education: Class Differences in Achievement 2 (Internal Factors) 

Education: Ethnic Differences in Achievement  

Education: Gender Differences in Education  

Education: The role of Education in Society  

Education: Educational Policy and Inequality 

End of Unit Revision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Topic Content 

Theory & 
Methods 
in 
Education 

(Y12) 

Introduction to Research Methods with Methods in Context 

Choosing a Research Method – Education: The Research context 

Methods in Context – Using Experiments to Investigate Education & Using Questionnaires to Study Education 

Methods in Context – Using Interviews to Investigate Education & Using Observation to Study Education 

Methods in Context – Using Secondary Sources to Study Education 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Topic Content 

Sociology 
Theory & 
Methods 

(Y13) 

Theory and Methods – Positivism and Interpretations 

Theory and Methods – Objectivity 

Theory and Methods – Is Sociology a Science? 

Revision for end of year exam 

Theory and Methods – Feminist Theories and Postmodernism 

Theory and Methods – Social Action Theories 

Theory and Methods – Structuration Theories 

Theory and Methods – Sociology and Science 

Theory and Methods – Objectivity and Values in Sociology 

Theory and Methods – Positivism and Interpretivism 

Theory and Methods – Sociology and Social Policy 



 

Term Content 

Mass 
Media 

(Y13) 

Media – Role of Society 

Media – Ownership and Control 

Media – Globalisation and Popular Culture 

Media – Selection and Presentation of the News  

Media – Representations of Age 

Media – Representation of Class 

Media – Representations of Ethnicity 

Media – Representations of Gender 

Media – Representations of Sexuality 

Media – Representations of Disability 



 

Topic Content 

Crime 
and 
Deviance  

(Yr13) 

Crime and Deviance - Functionalism, Strain Theory and Sub-Cultural Theory 

Crime and Deviance – Labelling Theory and Marxism 

Crime and Deviance – Left and Right Realism 

Crime and Deviance – Social Distribution – Gender 

Crime and Deviance – Ethnicity, Crime and Justice 

Crime and Deviance – Social Distribution – Class 

Crime and Deviance – Crime and the Media 

Crime and Deviance – Globalisation – Green Crime, State Crime, Globalised Crime 



Assessment Objectives in Detail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
• Sociological theories, concepts and evidence
• Sociological research methods 

• Overall weighting: 46%

AO1

• Application of:
• Sociological theories, concepts, evidence and 

research 
• Methods to a range of issues 

• Overall weighting: 31%

AO2

• Analysis and Evaluation of sociological theories, 
concepts, evidence and research methods in order 
to: 
• Present arguments
• Make judgements 
• Draw conclusions 

• Overall weighting: 23%

AO3



Self-Assessment Checklist 

Self-assessment and self-editing is an important skill to develop as your independence as a learner increases. 
Make sure you leave time to work through the following checklist every time you submit a piece of written 
work for marking. Using this checklist effectively will ensure that you are able to achieve the grades you are 
capable of. 

• Look back through essays/ work you’ve previously submitted. What were the comments? Have you 
acted on previous targets? 
 

• Read the question again. What exactly were you being asked to do? Have you answered the question 
fully? 
 

• Read through the assessment rubric – the generic marking grid on pp. 12-13 will help you to determine 
whether you have included enough detail to reach your target grade. Ensure you are aware of which 
AOs are being assessed. 
 

• How relevant are the points you have made? Do they link clearly to the question? 
 

• Is everything in your essay focused and precise? Edit your work by cutting any words, phrases, 
sentences or even paragraphs which are repetitive, vague or unclear. 
 

• Is your essay too long or too short? 20 mark questions are essay style questions and should be 
answered in continuous prose and paragraphs. You should take around 25 – 30 minutes to answer 
these questions and they should contain between 4 and 5 paragraphs as well as an introduction and 
conclusion. 30 Mark Questions only appear on the A Level papers for both Education and Crime and 
Deviance and they are to be approached in the same way as the 20 markers, however, you ware 
expected to show a deeper level of knowledge and understanding (4-5 points), analysis and evaluation. 
 

• Have you double checked your quality of written communication – spellings, punctuation and 
grammar? Are there any errors which can easily be avoided? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment Criteria – Generic Marking Grid  

Level Knowledge Application Analysis of Item Evaluation 
Specialist 

Terminology 
Conclusion 

25-
30 

Accurate and 
detailed knowledge 

with a sound 
understanding 

Appropriate material 
selected and sensitively 

and accurately applied to 
the question’s need 

Item is analysed 
accurately with clear 
links to sociological 
argument present  

Sociological 
arguments used 
are effectively 

evaluated 

Good use of 
specialist 

terminology (no 
errors) 

Appropriate 
conclusions are 

drawn 

19-
24 

Accurate and/or 
deep but incomplete 

knowledge 

Broadly appropriate but 
tends to be more 

generalised 

Source is analysed well 
with some sociological 

links present 

Limited explicit 
(obvious) 

evaluation 
present 

Specialist 
terminology used 

but accuracy is 
lacking 

A conclusion is 
drawn but not 

completely 
appropriate 

13-
18 

Limited range and 
depth of knowledge 

Superficial understanding 
and application of 

material or non-existent 
application 

Analysis of the item will 
be limited 

Evaluation is 
limited to briefly 

stated points 

Some significant 
errors made with 

specialist 
terminology 

A weak conclusion 
is made 

7-12 
Limited and 

undeveloped 
knowledge 

Limited application of 
suitable material to the 

question 

Analysis of the item 
tends to be presented in 

a tangent 

Very limited 
evaluation or no 

evaluation 

Specialist 
terminology used 

but 
inappropriately 

Limited/weak 
conclusion made 

1-6 
Very limited 
knowledge 

Significant errors made in 
the application 

No analysis No evaluation 
No specialist 

terminology used 
No conclusion 

attempted 

0 No relevant information 

 

 

 



Films, TV Shows and Documentaries 

Crime and Deviance 

Jamie Bulger - A Mother’s Story 

Louis Behind Bars 

Ross Kemp on Gangs 

Bowling for Columbine 

Sex Drugs & Murder: Life in the red light zone (talks 
about the various issues relating to drug taking, 
position of women within crime and management 
strategies for crime) (BBC3) 

I am Jane Doe (Netflix - trafficking documentary) 
(Netflix) 

Louis Theroux: Amongst Sex Offenders (Netflix) 

Children of God (Netflix) 

Girlhood (Netflix) 

Cocaine (Netflix) 

Reggie Yates in a Texan Jail (BBC)  

Stacey Dooley Investigates … Saving the cyber sex 
girls (BBC) 

Stacey Dooley Investigates … Mums selling their kids 
into sex (BBC) 

I am Slave (Netflix)  

E-Team (Netflix) 

 

Education 

Too Poor for Posh School (Cutting Edge) 

Education Essex/Yorkshire etc… 

The History Boys (movie) 

Excluded - Kicked out of School (BBC) 

Tough Young Teachers (BBC) 

Dear Sir with Love (old movie)  

Black is the New Black (Education episode- BBC)  

Stacey Dooley Investigates … World’s worst place to 
be a woman (BBC) 

School Swap 

General Sociological Topics 

Suffragette 

This is England 

Train Spotting 

Riot Club 

The Help 

Hidden Figures 

Pride 

Civil Liberties 

East is East 

Made in Dagenham 

American Beauty 

Of Mice and Men 

The Iron Lady 

Louis Theroux 

The Media 

I am Jane Doe (Netflix - trafficking documentary)  

Miss Representation (Netflix) 

Health 

Sicko 

Being Black, Going Crazy (BBC) 



E-Team (Netflix) 

Outfoxed 

The Social Network 

Catfish 

Control Room 

 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 

History of the Madhouse (BBC) 

Dallas Buyers Club 

Prescription Thugs 

I, Daniel Blake 

Panorama: Contaminated Blood – the search for 
truth (BBC) 

Care Home for 4 year olds (4od) 

Hospital (BBC) 

NHS: £2 billion a week and counting (4od) 

Books 

• Animal Farm- G. Orwell 
• Chavs- O. Jones 
• The Help- K. Stockett 
• The Spirit Level – Wilkinson and Pickett 
• No Logo- N. Klien 
• Half the Sky - Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 
• Sense of Freedom J. Boyle 
• The Millstone – M. Drabble 
• One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s nest - Ken Kesey 
• Watching the English – Kate Fox 
• Gang leader for a day - Sudhir Venkatesh 
• Black Like Me-  J. Howard Griffin 
• To Kill a Mocking Bird - Harper Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A: Wider Reading Logs – Reading for Pleasure 

Use the boxes provided to record your thoughts and reflections on the wider reading you have completed as 
part of your course. You could include: 

• What you enjoyed about the text; 
• What was interesting about it? 
• What could you go on to do further research about? 

Title: 

 

Author: 

Reflections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

Reflections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title: 

 

Author: 

Reflections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

Reflections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title: 

 

Author: 

Reflections: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix B: A Level Sociology Skills Audit 

For each topic of the A Level Sociology course, mark between 1 and 10 your level of confidence/ experience (1 = almost no confidence/ experience; 10 = fully 
confident/ experienced). 

  Term 
1 

Yr.12 

Term 
2 

Yr.12 

Term 3 
Yr.12 

Term 4 
Yr.12 

Term 5  
Yr.12 

Term 6 
Yr.12 

Term 1 
Yr.13 

Term 2 
Yr.13 

Term 3 
Yr.13 

Term 4 
Yr.13 

Term 5 
Yr.13 

Paper 1 

Education            

Methods in Context            

Theory and Methods            

Paper 2 
Families and Households            

Media            

 

Paper 3 

Crime and Deviance            

Theory and Methods            

 


