
Task 5: Changing Places

In the Changing Places topic, we explore the key themes of location, locale and sense of place. When 
completing your GCSE you will have done a lot on location, and you will have examined how cities 
are influenced by the people that live there (their locale) but sense of place is a new idea which we 
will look at throughout the course, not just in this topic. As an introduction, I would like you to look 
at the location, locale and sense of place of where you live. You can do this as an area (e.g. New 
Romney through to Dungeness) or look specifically at where you live (e.g. Lydd on Sea). You can 
present your findings on powerpoint, Microsoft word or written by hand. It is completely up to you!

LOCATION, LOCALE, SENSE OF PLACE 
Maps are an important tool for any investigation of place. They can show the location of a place in 
relation to others.
Describing the location of where you live
Find a map (or several maps at different scales) of where you live (e.g. New Romney or Folkestone) 
and stick them in your notes.  Make sure they have title, scale and N arrows.
Describe the geographical location of where you live using latitude and longitude coordinates to 
locate it globally. 
Describe the geographical location of where you live within the UK (nationally). Which major towns 
cities is it close to? How far from away  are they?
Describe the physical geography of the area – include relief, height, drainage. 
Annotate your maps with key location information.
YOU CAN ALSO USE GOOGLE MAPS TO CHECK AND ADD TO THIS INFORMATION.

LO: To describe the locale of where you live(LOCALE – effect people have on their setting – how the 
place is shaped by people, cultures and customs within it)
Research the locale of where you live. What things make it unique in character? Have a look at how 
it is described in different media – tourist guides, local council website etc. Try to research some 
history of the area too. This is known as using Literary sources. They will give you some insight into 
how where you live has changed over the years in terms of people, culture and customs.
Make sure you take a copy or make a note of your sources of information. You can widen your 
search if you want to, so if you are looking at New Romney you could include Littlestone, 
Greatstone, Lydd etc. You will need to organise your findings under appropriate sub headings in 
your write up.

LO: To describe the Sense of Place for where you live(Sense of Place – subjective and emotional 
attachment to a place). NOTE : We will do a lot more work on this when we start the course
Choose three different people you know to talk to about their experiences of where they live 
(socially distanced or online!!). Aim to ask three people of differing ages – young, middle age and  
older. 
Find out why where they live is important to them, why they chose to live there, positive and 
negative experiences of the place, buildings/areas they have attachment to, changes they have 
observed and their feeling about those changes. 
Work out a good way to record your findings.
Analyse how their experiences and feeling towards Sutton may be similar and/or different.
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Task 6: Changing Places

For our final task we are continuing to look at the changing places topic. Below are two independent 
research tasks I would like you to complete. Make sure you keep all your work safe to bring back into 
school in September.

❖ Orientalism
Find out about the theory called Orientalism proposed by Edward Said. Why and how is it linked to a 
topic about changing places? Why and how did Europeans define themselves as different to ‘the 
east’? The Orient has long been viewed as being exotic, decadent and corrupt. What actions has 
this view been used to justify in regions like North Africa and Asia?

❖ The media
Often, the way a place is viewed from the outside is influenced by the media. Make a ntoe of 20 
news headlines in any given week that include the word ‘Africa’ or the name of an African country. 
Use http://www.wordle.net/create to find out which words are used most. Categorise the news 
stories into positive and negative. Compare your findings to 20 stories about Asia or South America 
published over the same period of time.
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