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The Marsh Academy Diploma 

 

As part of the enrichment offer at The Marsh Academy Post 16, students will have the opportunity to complete The Marsh Academy Diploma 

(The MA Diploma), which focuses on three areas.  Students who take part in this enrichment activity will gain skills and develop a greater 

understanding of personal and professional development.  The skills and knowledge gained will aid students whether they are heading to 

university, apprenticeships or employment.  Taking part in the pathway will ensure that applications for future destinations will stand out, as 

real-life skills, problem solving and the ability to learn and apply information away from examinations can be displayed.  The creation and 

organisation of events within the Diploma coupled with the learning is designed to be enjoyable, with students having to meet the criteria set 

out to pass. The Diploma is open to all Post 16 students who are studying on any of the pathways.   

The MA Diploma is made up three different strands which focus on developing a different range of skills sets.  The combination of all three 

facets will give students the opportunity for holistic development. 

 

Developing self 

Activities in the sector help students to develop new skills and knowledge which can be applied to their learning and personal journeys.  

Task may include undertaking a range of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCS) or investigating a range of future destinations pathways. 

Working with Others 

Students will learn to work with others to plan, organise and deliver a range of events to a range of audiences.  This will equip students with 

skills needed for the workplace as learning to work positively with others is a key skill 

Contributing to the community 

Students will undertake activities to support the community, these activities may be planned to enhance the Post 16 community, the whole 

school community, the local community or may be part of a global initiative.  

 

 



 

The Marsh Academy Diploma will be awarded to students based the number of level of achievements and activities undertaken.  There are three levels of 

award available: Bronze, Silver and Gold. Students must undertake the activities set out within the guide.  An array of activities and goals are used to 
calculate levels ranging from attendance and behaviour for learning grades to exploring study and career pathways to organising and running events.  

Students will also have the opportunity to work with different communities with a range of initiatives.  

Students will need to record their achievements and activities using Unifrog whilst gathering a range of evidence through witness statements, photographs, 

articles and outcomes to keep in a Marsh Academy Diploma Portfolio.  Post 16 tutors, and Leadership team will review progress. 

 

12 Competencies 

According to top employers and universities, there are twelve competencies which are required within the workplace to be successful.  The Marsh Academy 

Diploma activities have been created to give students to opportunity to develop and demonstrate these competencies.  This will enhance the skill set of our 

students beyond the subjects they are studying and equip them to be lifelong learners. 

 

Reading Writing Listening Speaking 

Numeracy Teamwork Leadership Problem Solving 

Creativity/innovation Independence Staying positive Aiming High/ Planning 

 

Students will need to evidence their achievements to score points to gain the following awards  

Award Points 

Gold 850+ 
Silver 500+ 

Bronze 200+ 

 

Below is a list of activities for each of the elements, but these are not exhaustive. Students who wish to undertake other events needs to seek confirmation 

for their tutor of Post 16 Leadership Team before undertaking the activity. 



Developing Self 

Activity Description  Points Evidence Useful Links 

Attendance per term Achieve 100% attendance  10 Taken from Registers  

Achieve 97%- 99% 
attendance 

8  

Achieve 95%-96% 
attendance 

6  

Behaviour for Learning per 
term 

Achieve a grade 1 10 Taken from Teacher Data Entry  
Achieve a grade 2 8  

Achieve a grade 3 6  

Complete Interests Profile Using uniform complete the 
interest profile quiz 

6 To be completed on Unifrog Unifrog 

Create a personality Profile Using Unifrog complete the 
personality profile and 
record your personality type 

6 To be completed on Unifrog Unifrog 
Myers Briggs Foundation 

Create an up-to-date CV Create an up-to-date CV, 
ensuring that it is keep up to 
date 

6-10 Students can use Unifrog to create CV or 
decide to create on using an existing 
template. 

Unifrog 
Zety.com 

Research Careers Options  Research at least three 
career pathways that are of 
interest and are a possibility. 

10 Using Unifrog or other resources 
available such as the Microsoft Teams 
Post 16 Careers pages.  Complete a short 
summary of each of the pathways you 
have researched including qualification 
requirements and personal skills. 

Unifrog 
Pathway CTM 
UCAS website 
Prospectus.ac.uk 

Explore university education Explore at least 5 different 
university courses (Level 3 
subjects only) and 
universities 

10 Using Unifrog, the UCAS website or 
individual websites of universities 
explore courses on offer as well as 
student life.  Create document or table 
which shows the universities that you 
have research, the courses and student 
life.  Then create a pros and cons list of 
each 

Unifrog 
UCAS website 
Individual universities 
 



Explore apprenticeship 
pathways 

Explore at least 5 different 
apprenticeship pathways 

10 Using Unifrog or Pathway CTM website, 
research at least 5 different 
apprenticeships.  These could be of 
different levels.  Research how they 
operate, the careers and jobs they will 
lead to.  Create document which 
summaries your findings. 

Unifrog 
Pathway CTM 
Government website for 
apprenticeships 
 

Complete a Massive Open 
Online Course (MOOC) 

Complete a MOOC which 
helps you develop your 
subject knowledge for your 
current studies, will help 
prepare you for 
employment or further 
study or complete a MOOC 
about aby subject which 
interests you.  

50 points 
per MOOC 

Complete the MOOC using Unifrog, 
moog.org or future learn.  The MOOC is 
free to complete.  Some courses may ask 
for a fee to publish a certificate (this 
does not have to be purchased).  A 
summary of what was learned is 
required.  The summary should not 
exceed 500 words. 

www.moog.org 
https://www.futurelearn.com  
Unifrog 

Attend a webinar Attend webinars on a range 
of topics which may 
enhance your understanding 
of your current subjects, 
future studies, careers 
pathways or subjects which 
interest you. 

10 per 
webinar 

Attend online webinars and TED talks.  
This can be to support your current 
subjects, future, employment or study or 
any areas that you have an interest in 
and want to develop your 
understanding. Write a brief summary of 
the talk. 

Unifrog 
Pathway CTM 
Ted talks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moog.org/
https://www.futurelearn.com/


Working with Others 

Activity Description Points Evidence Links 
Taking part in an Assembly Work with a teacher to take 

part in an assembly. This 
does not mean that you 
have to take the whole 
assembly but contribute to 
it. 

20 Witness statement by the member of staff 
conducting he assembly.  The assembly 
topics can be requested from the Post 16 
team. 

 

Organising an event for Part 
of the school community or 
wider community. 

Work with others to 
organise an event for part or 
all of the school community.  
This could range from 
organising a football 
tournament to a coffee and 
cake afternoon for the 
elderly.  It could be based 
around a cultural event or a 
charitable event. 

50 Evidence of planning shared with Post 16 
team.  Evidence of event can be 
photographic and press release.  

 

Coaching or tutoring 
students 

Help a peer with a subject or 
area for development for a 
period of 6 sessions.  The 
sessions must help a student 
to improve a skills, gain 
knowledge or learn a new 
method. This can be with 
any year group and can 
include supporting peers in 
Post 16 

20 Witness statements will be required from 
the student which has been helped. 

 

Part time job/Work 
Experience 

If you have a part time job 
or are taking part in work 
experience, you are gaining 
key skills which will help you 

5-15 Write e statement about the role that you 
perform and where you work.  Link this to 
the key competencies outlined in this 
document and on Unifrog. 

Unifrog 



with your studies and in 
future career pathways 

A reference or witness statement from your 
employer or work placement lead is 
recommended  

Working on the Marsh 
Academy Newspaper 

Take up and sustain a role 
on the Marsh Academy 
Newspaper. 

40 Contact Miss Nendick to hear about the 
opportunities available through the 
newspaper.  Evidence will by supported 
through the production of the newspaper 
and witness statements. 

 

Becoming a Mental Health 
Ambassador 

Work with the Charity Mind 
South East to become a 
mental health and wellbeing 
ambassador within the 
school and wider 
community.   

40 Evidence through photographs, materials 
produced and  

 

Applying to a member of 
Junior Leadership Team 

Apply to be a member of the 
Junior Leadership Team 
outlining why you would like 
to be part of the JLT and 
what you can offer to the 
team, Post 16 and the wider 
school community. 

10 Evidenced through application  

Performing duties as a 
member of the Junior 
Leadership Team 

As a member of the JLT, 
actions performed to 
improve or contribute to the 
community can be counted 
act activities. 

Ranging 
from 5-20 
depending 
on impact 

A range of evidence can used including 
photographs of events, attendance 
registers, witness statements, and written 
statements which will outline the activity 
and the impact. 

 

Being a member of a Post 16 
committee 

Take an active part in a 
committee such as the 
wellbeing committee 
creating opportunities to 
share knowledge links and 
support 

40 Evidence through actions, witness 
statements, photographs and /or minutes  

 



Organising and being the 
chair of a Post 16 committee 

Set up and chair a 
committee which has been 
approved by the Post 16 
team. 

50 Committee proposal  
Witness statement of committee feasibility 
meetings 
Minutes and actions of meetings 
Photographs and witness statements 

 

It is cool to read programme Sign up and undertake the 
minimum of 12 cool to read 
sessions.  Students will pair 
up with a student from a 
younger year group to work 
through the reading 
programme encouraging the 
students to develop a love 
of reding.   

40 Register taken for each session 
Summary statement  

 

Work with others to create 
a club or society 

Take the lead in creating a 
Post 16 club or society.  For 
example, setting up a chess 
club or boardgames club.  
Student will the run the club 
with the aid of the Post 16 
team. 

30 Photographs 
Existence of the club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Contributing to the Community 

Activity Description Points Evidence Links 
Classroom Support Support a teacher in the 

classroom when they are 
teaching for 6 sessions 

40 Witness Statement and timesheet  

Primary School volunteer Volunteer at a local primary 
school for one session every 
week for a minimum of 6 
weeks. 

60 Witness statement and timesheet  

Volunteer to work for a 
charity 

Volunteer to work at a 
charity. This could be at a 
shop, to fund raise or to 
hold an event to support a 
specific charity. 

60 Witness statement, timesheet, 
photographs, written summary of work 
undertaken. 

 

Generations Connect 
Project 

Take part in the generation 
connect programme  

50 Photographs, witness statements, actions, 
newsletter, press release 

 

Lunch or break duty Undertake a lunch or break 
duty once per week for a 
term.  You will need to see a 
member of the Post 16 
Team to arrange this. 

30 Added to duty rota  

Representing the academy 
in a school show 

Represent the academy in a 
school show for music or 
drama outside of your 
subject obligations.  This 
can include Christmas 
shows, Easter shows and 
summer shows. 

30 Evidence through programme, witness 
statements, photographs, event 

 

Represent the academy in a 
sporting event 

Represent the school in any 
sport or sport team  

5 each 
representation 

Evidence through teamsheet, witness 
statements, photographs, event 

 

Supporting an academy 
event  

Support the academy at 
events such as open days 

30 Witness statement  



and evenings, parents 
evenings, sporting events 
etc 

Run a lunch time library 
session for Key Stage 3 
students 

Work with staff to run a 
lunch time library club for 
Key Stage 3 students who 
would like to use the room 
to spend their lunchtime 
reading or playing games 
such as chess or draughts. 
Students will have to 
commit to one day per 
term. 

40 Added to duty rota, witness statements  

Supervise a session of the 
Home Learning Club each 
week 

Work with staff to supervise 
one afterschool session of 
home learning club per 
week for a term.  Post 
16students can support 
younger students with their 
work. 

40 Added to duty rota, witness statements  

Designing materials to share 
with Post 16 around specific 
calendar celebrations for 
diversity and cultural events 

Design materials for Post 16 
tutors to use for calendared 
events.  Examples would be 
Chinese New Year, Patron 
Saint days, National Women 
in Science day etc. 
Scores will be doubled for 
materials created for the 
whole school use. 

20 Creation of materials, witness statements, 
photographs, written summary 

 

Take part in a community 
activity 

Take part in any event 
arranged by the member of 
the community which is not 

30 Witness statement, photographs  



club orientated. For 
example, join a beach clean. 

Organising a community 
activity 

Arrange any event for the 
wider community to take 
part in such as a beach 
clean. 

100 Plan of action and timeline 
Photographs 
Press release 
Witness statements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


