PARENT BULLETIN
WEDNESDAY 17TH JUNE 2020
Message from the Principal
This week we have conducted ‘face to face’ or
telephone conversations with Year 10 that have gone
well. We will send out more information directly to Year
10, but keep a look out for details of online lessons and
an assembly on Thu/Fri, then later in the week details of
the timetable for next week’s lessons. If you have not
made an appointment we are trying to call all Year 10,
please contact Mr Cartwright if you have a time
preference. I would also like to remind Year 10 that they
must complete the survey to tell us if they are attending
school next week, if you have trouble with the link in the
email, try cutting and pasting into your browser.
https://forms.gle/1sqS38tEomd6vKcf6

British Red Cross Resources
Please see the links to very useful activities,
particular around First Aid.

https://firstaidchampions.redcross.org.uk/

We are planning to hold assemblies each week that all
students can participate in as we increase the range of
online lessons on offer to our students. Details will be
sent out shortly.
Unfortunately, we are starting to see strong feelings
nationally on re-opening of schools resulting in conflict
between different views. Some people strongly feel
children should not be returning yet as it is still not safe
and some feel just as strongly that their children should
be returning now so they do not miss out on their
education. Conversations over the past week show that
our school community are split, with some parents /
carers holding strong opinions on both positions.
Similarly, we have parents who think we should not be
doing online lessons as they do not have the technology
to access them or because they don’t learn well that
way, we also have some that think we should have
started much earlier. We are trying to do our best to
navigate this in the safest way while respecting your
views, it is inevitable that some will think we are moving
too slowly or too quickly, please try to stay with us, even
if you disagree as we are all trying to get your children
back into school as quickly and safely as we can.
If we are not able to return for your child as quickly as
you would like, we will do everything we can to support
them to not be disadvantaged.
Shaun Simmons. Principal.

Exercise Books
We have had some students let us know that
they have completed the exercise books that we
gave out when lockdown started. Firstly – well
done! All of Year 10 will have just received new
exercise books in their work packs and I will put
boxes of exercise books at reception at school,
so if a student in any year group needs
additional books, feel free to pop in to pick one
up.

Work to make our site Safer
During this period of absence from school, we continue try to make improvements to the school site, many of which are
to make it safer once more students are allowed back in school. I will share some of these with you, so you know a bit
more of what to expect when you return.
Year 10 are coming in for their meetings and to collect work packs. Thank you to KMPF for their support in providing such
an amazing range of resources: revision guides, workbooks, scientific calculators, stationery and other learning resources.
You can also see how the space is set up to support social distancing. Although the government guidance is such that PPE
is not recommended in schools. Students will be allowed to wear their own if they wish to and they are likely to need to
in order to use buses and taxis. Staff will not be expected to wear PPE, but we have some if they wish to.

Much of the work to socially distance classrooms will wait until we know the precise expectations of how many children
in a class and whether we will still be using 2m as the guideline by September, but we have started marking some
common areas – we may need new tape if it reduces from 2m!

Our outdoor spaces are also being configured, so that when Year 10 start returning, it is as clear as possible. Markings for
queuing to enter the building, spacers to give an indication of 2m and even an outside seating area that is socially
distanced (but obviously still requires sufficient cleaning etc.) We have also started work to replace the ‘outdoor
classroom’ at the back of the canteen so this could be used in September.

Celebration of Students
I would like to recognise the following students for their work during this time, nominated by their teachers.








‘I would like to recognise the exceptional effort, work ethic and achievement of Indie in my year 10 NCFE class.
She has consistently completed work to a fantastic standard from the start of home learning, very proud of her!’
Miss Hunn
‘Just wanted to recognise Adam, Cameron and Reece for their Y12 Finance work with me. They have already
completed 5 online lessons with me. They have been so respectful and hard working, I couldn't ask for more
during this time. I'm more impressed because they've never actually met me and yet really put in the work each
lesson and take an interest in how I am each lesson and already have a great rapport. I’d estimate they are also
completing around 5-10 extra hrs of work a week in their own time so I’m managing to push them quite hard and
they reciprocate. Just wanted to recognise this as I’m thoroughly impressed and they’re great students to work
with.’ Mr Morris
Georgia and Aiden in Year 9 have consistently attempted the work set in Science at appreciably more than the
‘expected effort’ and this should be recognised.’ Dr Kirby
Daisy and Harry (Y10) are really on top of their work. Fleur is sending me fantastic work with great effort being
applied and Arfon is asking for even more to do.
Kiah in Year 7 has made this amazing Air Ray Gun, linking to Flash Gordon! Daisy also made her own costume!

Wellbeing Wednesdays
An unusual one this week. Our Turnaround Centre staff were tasked with taking pictures in their homes and gardens of
normal things, but at unusual angles. Can you guess what they are? Answers next week – you could create your own quiz
and share with your family.

Diversity Week
There is so much in the media at the moment, and understandably so about the Black Lives Matter campaigns, that it
seems fitting that we are coming up to School Diversity Week. We will be hosting this week an assembly for Year 10
based on Black Lives Matter and intend to repeat this for other year groups.

https://www.justlikeus.org/home-edition-secondary

https://www.justlikeus.org/masterclasses

