PARENT BULLETIN
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2020
Message from the Principal
I hope that you all had a restful half term and managed to
spend as much family time with each other as possible. There
has sadly been a lot in the national press recently about
mental health and working in a school of 1000 children, it is
clear that we all have our own challenges and young people
often more so than others. While there are many worthy
initiatives in place trying to improve people’s mental health,
perhaps the simplest one I have seen that I think we should all
endorse, is simply ‘Be Kind’. We rarely know what is going on
in the mind of someone else and all of us have days where we
find it hard to cope. So perhaps if you have 5 minutes over the
weekend to talk to your child and reinforce that sometimes
saying what we think is funny even if the other person doesn’t
seem to mind, can make someone feel bad. This is even more
so when comments on social media are so public and can be
difficult to escape from. In many ways it is really simple.
Before we comment. Ask ourselves: ‘is it KIND?’ and if not,
don’t say anything, or even better – say something nice.
Saturday Revision 9am – 11am
This week’s Saturday morning Year 11 revision sessions will be
Business and Science. Next week, Saturday 7th March, will be
Art, English and Science. Our best week so far is 49 students!
Thank you to all staff giving up their weekends to support our
Year 11.
Year 11 Leavers’ Ball
The Marsh Academy Leavers’ Ball will take place on Friday 26th
June 2020 at Folkestone Rugby Club. Coaches leave the
Academy at 6:30pm and return for 11:30pm. The cost of a
ticket is £35.00 and must be paid by 19th June. This includes
transport, BBQ, 2 free drinks and a pick and mix stall. Students
may bring money for extra drinks and photographs. We would
love to see as many students as possible. If you have any
queries, please contact Ms Cooper.

Coronavirus Advice
We have been given the latest government information
regarding the Coronavirus to pass on:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-toeducational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-toeducational-settings-about-covid-19
The clear message is to encourage good hygiene and as
always, if you have symptoms of a cold or flu, then there are
measures you can take to stop germs spreading:
 always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your
cough or sneeze. Then bin the tissue, and wash your
hands, or use a sanitiser gel.
 wash your hands often with soap and water, especially
after using public transport. Use a sanitiser gel if soap
and water are not available.
 avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with
unwashed hands.
 avoid close contact with people who are unwell.
The guidance is constantly changing so please read it and in
the event your child has recently visited one of the places
referred to, the current guidance is to self-isolate and not
attend school. We are not aware of any students for whom
this applies, but if this changes please ensure you let us
know in the normal way when you report absence.
Parents’ Evenings
8x/8w Monday 9 March
3:30pm - 7:00pm
th
8y
Thursday 12 March 3:30pm - 7:00pm
th

Parents can make their own appointments via our new
online booking facility on the link below.
https://marshacademy.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
Diary Dates
Wednesday 18th March – Parent Forum 4
Thursday 2nd April – Last day of Term 4, non-uniform
WEEK NUMBERS TERM 4 2019/20
Week beginning Monday 2nd March
Week 2
Week beginning Monday 9th March
Week 1

ACADEMY NEWS
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2020

ICELAND TRIP FEBRUARY 2020
Day 1
We greeted our travellers at the bright and early time of 2.45am… I can safely
say it was a very quiet coach journey to the airport! We made it with plenty of time,
unfortunately minus one of the students’ coats which was left on the coach… this was a slight
problem considering the temperatures in Iceland! Luckily another was well prepared with two
coats so we made it through security and check in quickly.
It was then that we discovered our flight was delayed by 2 and a half hours. The
students were great, they set up camp on the airport floor, played numerous
games of Uno, ate sushi for breakfast and were fantastic company. Mr Cartwright even managed
a nap!
Once we finally arrived in Iceland we departed for the bridge between continents.
It’s one of the world’s major plate boundaries, where we were able to walk between
the Eurasian and North American plates and the students experienced
their first taste of Iceland’s biting winds!
Our next stop was the Gunnuhver hot spring. It is a highly active
g
geothermal area with huge steam vents. We could tell we were
getting closer as the smell of sulphur was getting stronger. As we walked
towards the spring a huge cloud of steam engulfed us, and the smell of
rotting eggs was quite overwhelming!
Day 2
Our second day was jam-packed with fantastic sites across what is known as Iceland’s
‘Golden Circle’. We began our day with a walk through Thingvellir national park, home
to many Game of Thrones scenes. The walk was quite icy and steep, so as a result the safest way
to get around was to slide on our bottoms down the hills! After snowball fights and snow angels,
we were back on the coach and heading towards Gullfoss, Iceland’s most famous waterfall. The
enormous white glacial cascade drops 32 meters into a narrow canyon which is 70 metres deep.
It was a fantastic photo opportunity, and we had to drag some of the photography students
away.

ICELAND TRIP (CONTINUED…)
A highlight of our second day for some (particularly Mrs Godden, who was
first in line) was the Ice Cream farm. As we travelled around Iceland we hadn’t seen
any cows, but many Icelandic horses. So we managed to convince quite a few of our students
that the Ice cream was in fact, made from horse milk. Once we arrived however, they quickly
sussed it was normal ice cream.
Day 3
On our third day, we were treated to some songs by our travellers whilst on the coach. Our
favourite being ‘Sweet Caroline’. Unfortunately, the students only seemed to know the chorus,
so by about the third repetition we were quite happy to have arrived at our first
d
destination: Skogafoss.
Skogafoss is an impressive 60m high waterfall with what can only be described
as ice pebbles at its base. We were able to get up really close, and we all
walked away with frozen jackets as a result of the huge amounts of
spray coming from the waterfall. Luckily we had a half hour drive to our next,
giving us all a chance to thaw and warm up. Our second stop was
Solheimajokull: a massive black glacier, which demonstrates the
excessive melting it has experienced as a result of climate change. The
guide pointed out that if any of our students were to return with their
own children, the chances are that instead of visiting a glacier, they will more
likely be visiting a lake.
Day 4
Our final day had arrived. We had a relaxed start and a late breakfast before heading into
Reykjavik where the students had some well-deserved free time. They all truly did the Marsh
Academy proud, and our guide was really impressed with not only their behaviour, but
by some of the really interesting questions they were asking him. We managed to get
back to the UK with minimal disruption, a lunchbox full of bacon, some questionable
souvenirs and memories that will last a lifetime!

