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COVID Testing

Relationships and Sex Education

Students have been provided with more home testing
kits and should continue to test on a Sunday and
Wednesday where possible. Please ensure you report
your child’s result to the NHS (information on how to
do this is on Page 15 in the instructions booklet) and
inform us via info@marshacademy.org.uk or the
Academy Absence Line immediately if the test result is
positive so that we can effectively track and trace and
inform students if they have been in contact with
anybody who has tested positive. Students who have
a positive Lateral Flow Device (LFD) test result, and
their close contacts and other members of their
household should self-isolate immediately in line with
NHS Test and Trace guidance while awaiting a PCR
result. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the LFD
test result and the student can return to school or
college, and their close contacts can end their selfisolation. Negative test results should be reported to
us using the following link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHeWO
gk9F0heVadYWDRjzyJHtdXN85wNl1_iLKrWhrtf3sfA/vi
ewform?usp=sf_link

The Department for Education have made Relationships and Sex
Education (RSE) a statutory subject to be delivered in schools
from September 2020. Over the coming weeks, age appropriate
RSE topics will be delivered to your child through their PSHE, Big
Debate and tutorial sessions. You can find further information
under the curriculum section of the school website alongside the
RSE policy. To support RSE delivered in schools please continue to
have open and honest conversations with your child at home so
that together we can continue to keep our students safe, healthy,
happy and informed. There is a wealth of information and advice
to support parents and carers in the Keeping children safe section
of the NSPP website https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-childrensafe/.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to get
in touch. Thank you for your continued support.
Year 10 and Year 12 Progress Reports
Progress reports have been sent today via the SIMS
Parent App, please let us know if you do not receive a
copy. If you have any queries or concerns, please get
in contact with us.
Creative Arts
Attached are some opportunities offered by KaMCoP,
University for the Creative Arts. They offer a range of
workshops that students can sign up to free of charge
during holidays and ongoing projects.

History Catch-up
The History department are running a catch up / revision session
for all current year 10 historians if they want to attend. This is to
assist with developing knowledge and understanding within the
subject. This will run on Tuesdays 1515 - 1550. If you have any
questions about this or want to know more please email Mr
Thompson at MThompson@Marshacademy.org.uk.
Years 11 and 13 Formal Assessment Window
Please see below the Formal Assessments taking place next week.
All students have been provided with copies of their individual
timetables and these have been shared with parents and carers
electronically. Students must bring the paper copy of the
timetable with them to all examinations. We are delighted with
how well the overwhelming majority of students have
approached their formal assessments this week; attendance has
been excellent and students have applied themselves superbly.
Whilst it is crucial they continue to revise and prepare adequately
for their examinations, it is equally important that they are getting
good sleep, eating well and having some down time. If you have
any concerns about your child and their preparation, please do
get in contact with the Year 11/Post-16 Team and we will do what
we can to support.

Assessment Timetable Week beginning 26th April 2021

Generation Connect
The fantastic health and social care students have been working really hard in the local community again! Post 16 students
have been working with Generation Connect. The project is about bringing together elderly and young people to combat
loneliness and social isolation across Romney Marsh and surrounding areas. One of the projects they have been doing is
online crafting lessons. The students speak with elderly residents from local care homes whilst doing activities across Zoom.
This week they experimented with quilling to work on fine motor skills and communication with others. Year 11 are also
involved with Generation Connect and have supported with creating a magazine which will be printed and delivered to
elderly residents to help increase engagement in the community and combat isolation.
Reading Book
A reminder that students in Year 7 and 8 should include a
reading book as part of their equipment check list. We are
hoping to encourage more reading for pleasure and enable
students to enjoy the academic and emotional benefits of
having a healthy reading habit. If students do not have a book
they are reading at home, they will be able choose a book
from our library during their Big Read lesson.

Diary Dates
Monday 19th April – Friday 7th May 2021 – Year 11 & 13 Formal Assessments
Friday 28th May – Last day of Term 5
WEEK A/B 2020/2021
Week beginning Monday 26th April 2021
Week A
Week Beginning Tuesday 4th May 2021
Week B

BIG READ NEWSLETTER
LoveReading4Kids is a great recommendation site for children's books: reading, reviewing
and recommending so that the children in your life find their next favourite book. On
LoveReading4Kids the knowledgeable experts select books right across the age ranges.
You can read opening extracts to try before you buy, you can search by age range or even select by genre if you know your child has
a love of a particular subject or theme. They have a Kids' Zone, an area designed specifically for children, with competitions,
activities, videos, quizzes and additional fun book related contents. https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

New Releases
Skulduggery Pleasant: Dead or Alive, Derek Landy
Landy’s riotously inventive Skulduggery Pleasant series first blasted its way onto bookshelves back in
2007, and fresh fantastical thrills keep on coming in Dead or Alive - no mean feat for book fourteen in a
series. With the world teetering on the brink of irrevocable, devastating change, this penultimate novel
sees Skulduggery, Valkyrie and Omen face their most trying test (yet…). Released 01/04/2021

The Outlaws Scarlett & Browne, Jonathan Stroud
With its cast of charismatic characters and extraordinary world-building (think broken Britain with Wild
West vibes), The Outlaws Scarlett and Browne is an audacious firecracker. And, in even better news for
fans of funny, inventive adventure fiction, this is but the beginning of what’s set to be an extraordinary
series. Released 01/04/2021

Bone Music, David Almond
From the author of Skellig, this is a book of hope and joy - a book that celebrates humanity and explores
the deep connections between ourselves and nature. It is timely and original. It speaks to young people
about what it really is to be a human being alive today. David Almond's books are strange, unsettling
wild things - unfettered by the normal constraints of children's literature. They are, like all great literature,
beyond classification. Released 01/02/2021

The Supreme Lie, Geraldine McCaughrean
Fifteen-year-old Gloria is maid to Afalia's tyrannical Head of State, Madame Suprema. When the country
is hit by unprecedented flooding, Madame Suprema runs away. To cover up this cowardly act, Gloria is
made to step into Madame Suprema's shoes and is thrust into a world of corrupt and desperate
politicians. Released 15/04/2021

Recommended Reading Lists are available for Year 7 and 8 students to download on Satchel1.

Alex Timpson Attachment and Trauma Programme in Schools
Dear parent/carer/guardian,
Your school is taking part in the Alex Timpson Attachment and Trauma Programme. This is a national programme that
provides training to improve support for young people who struggle at school because of their behaviour. The Rees
Centre, at the University of Oxford, is working with pupils and staff to explore if this training is making a difference.
All pupils from year 8 and 9 have been selected to take part in an annual survey over the coming weeks, which will involve
completing a short online questionnaire. The survey asks about experiences at school and what helps young people to
learn. The questions are asked in a way that is appropriate for children’s age. The survey is anonymous, meaning that we
will not know what answers pupils give. The survey will be carried out under the supervision of school staff, who will
explain what the survey is about, that pupils do not have to complete it if they do not want to, and they can skip any
questions they do not want to answer.
We hope that you are happy for your child/foster child to join the 1,000s of pupils who have already taken part in this
important research. If you are happy for him/her to do the survey, no further action is needed. If you do not want your
child to take part, please contact Sally Cavanagh at scavanagh@marshacademy.org.uk to opt out of the survey by Tuesday
28th April.
More information about the study is provided below and at:
http://www.education.ox.ac.uk/research/the-alex-timpson-attachment-and-trauma-programme-in-schools/
If you have any questions please talk to the school or contact the research team at
timpsonprogramme@education.ox.ac.uk or 01865 274 050. I would like to thank you in advance for your support with
this important programme.
Dr Neil Harrison
Deputy Director of the Rees Centre and Associate Professor, Department of Education, University of Oxford
Frequently asked questions
Does my child/foster child have to take part in the survey?
Taking part is voluntary. Your child/foster child or school will not be affected if they do not do the survey.
Who will have access to the survey answers?
Qualtrics is the platform we use to collect anonymized survey answers, meaning that survey answers are not linked to
your child/foster child’s name when they are collected by Qualtrics and then passed on to us. Qualtrics’ privacy notice can
be found here: https://www.qualtrics.com/privacy-statement/ The anonymized survey responses will also go to the
University of Exeter to contribute to a national study on young people’s well-being. Information about this study can be
fund here: http://medicine.exeter.ac.uk/hifams/ Responsible members of the University of Oxford may be given access
to anonymized survey answers to monitor the study.
How will the survey be used?
The survey will provide important information on how we can do things better in schools. It will identify better training
and support for staff, and could influence how money is spent.
Data Protection
The survey answers will be kept for at least seven years after completion of the study, and then securely disposed of.
Research is a task that we perform in the public interest in compliance with General Data Protection Regulation and
associated data protection legislation. For more information, see:
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/councilsec/compliance/gdpr/individualrights/
If you have any concerns, comments or complaints about the study
Contact the Director of the Rees Centre, Dr Lisa Holmes (lisa.holmes@education.ox.ac.uk or phone 01865 274050). We
will get back to you within 10 working days and explain how we intend to deal with your concern. If you are still unhappy
or wish to make a formal complaint about this study, please contact the Department of Education Research Ethics
Committee at the University of Oxford who will try to sort out the matter: E-mail: research.office@education.ox.ac.uk

