
                 

                       

 

PARENT BULLETIN 
FRIDAY 4TH JUNE 2021 

 

  

Autism Assessment 

Due to a high demand for Autism assessment requests, 

NLDS are offering virtual Q&A sessions for parents where 

clinicians will be present from the Neurodevelopmental and 

Learning Disabilities Service (NLDS).  This will be an 

opportunity to talk through any queries that you have and 

ask questions about how you can support your child. The 

service is planning to hold these sessions monthly via 

Microsoft Teams video call. If your child is currently on the 

waiting list for assessment or has recently been diagnosed 

and you would like to attend a virtual session, please email 

Katy Jackson (SENDCo) for further information: 

kjackson@marshacademy.org.uk   

Covid Testing 

Students have been provided with more home testing kits 

and should continue to test on a Sunday and Wednesday 

where possible. Please ensure you report your child’s result 

to the NHS and inform us via info@marshacademy.org.uk 

or the Academy Absence Line immediately if the test result 

is positive so that we can effectively track and trace and 

inform students where necessary.  If you have any queries, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch. Thank you for your 

continued support.  

Diary Dates 

Week Beginning Monday 7th June 2021 Week B 

Week Beginning Monday 14th June 2021 Week A 

Week Beginning Monday 21st June 2021 Week B 

 

Post 16 Students 

We would like to extend our congratulations to all Post 16 

students who have concluded their studies with 

us.  Education has been severely disrupted during their 

courses, but they have shown true grit and resilience to 

complete their courses.  We look forward to seeing them 

again on results days on August 10th (Level 3) and August 

12th (Level 2). 

Year 10 Work Experience 

Sadly under the current climate the Year 10 work experience 

fortnight commencing 5th July will not be able to happen in 

the usual way. We will, during this time be providing careers 

related focus events, however will not be arranging for 

students to go out to work placements. More details of the 

focus events will follow. Please direct any careers related 

queries to Miss Shaw.  

Year 10 & 12 PPEs 

Year 10 and 12 PPEs - please find attached the timetable for 

this summer’s Pre-public examinations. I cannot emphasise 

enough the importance of these examinations and students 

are expected to take them seriously; full attendance 

throughout this period is crucial. 

Students should now be revising and preparing for their 

examinations. All students should arrive to each examination 

fully equipped and needless to say, behaviour should be 

exemplary at all times. 

 

KOOTH  

The sessions are designed to help parents/carers understand how Kooth can support their child with their mental health and 

wellbeing.  Each session will cover: 

• A presentation on Kooth (including having a conversation with a child about how they're feeling, etc) 

• A live tour of the Kooth site 

• An opportunity for Questions & Answers about Kooth 

Date Time Registration Link Zoom Link 

Tues 15 

June 

12pm – 1pm https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-kooth-parent-

carer-information-sessions-tickets-154234606861  

https://zoom.us/j/95629148354  

Weds 30 

June 

6pm – 7pm https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-kooth-parent-

carer-information-sessions-tickets-154234606861  

https://zoom.us/j/91713579904  

Tues 13 July 6pm – 7pm https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/discover-kooth-parent-

carer-information-sessions-tickets-154234606861  

https://zoom.us/j/92015808519  
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Online Safety – Practical Tips for Parents and Carers whose children are using Social Media. 

Social networking is hugely popular. Many young people are sophisticated in the way they use social media apps and 
websites and routinely access them from a range of devices including smartphones and games consoles. 

Social media, like all forms of public communication, have an element of risk. Not all of these risks turn into actual 
problems; and if children never face any risks, they never learn how to deal with them. By helping your child understand 
what the risks are, you can play a big part in preventing them from turning into problems. 

Some of the things that you may consider important that your young person is confident to deal with when using Social 
Media include: 

 Fear of missing out leading to excessive use or exaggeration 
 Getting upset by things they have seen and being uncertain about what to do 
 Engaging, or being pressured into engaging in more risky behaviour either by accident or by design 
 Developing unrealistic, and perhaps depressing ideals of body image and gender 
 Becoming subject to peer pressure or interactions that are intense or too difficult to handle 
 Creating an online reputation that may create problems for them in the future 

Some practical tips you may find useful to help minimise the risks your young person might face include: 

Working through safety and privacy features on the apps that your young person is using, or might use. Make sure they 
understand the point of these and how to use them. 

Don’t be put off by believing your child knows more than you: the tools are actually quite easy to manage. 

 Ask them to show you which social media apps they use and what they like about them. Talk about how they use 
them and what makes them so engaging 

 Explain how you can use privacy settings to make sure only approved friends can see posts & images 
 Check if any of their apps have ‘geo-location’ enabled, sharing their location unintentionally 
 Show them how to report offensive comments or block people who upset them 
 Check ‘tagging’ settings so that when others are posting or sharing photos online, your child’s identity is not 

revealed. Also, get people‘s consent before sharing photos 
 Encourage your child to come and talk to you if they see anything that upsets them 

It is important to keep talking to your young person about the implications of social media. Getting a sense of what they 
think is a useful place to start; you may be surprised by how much thought they may have given to the issues. 

Encourage your young person to think carefully about the way they, and others behave online, and how they might deal 
with difficult situations. 

 People may not always be who they say they are online: how can this create problems? 

 Even if you think your messages are private, remember that words and images can always be captured and 
broadcast. 

 Be aware that screens, and especially being anonymous, can lead people to say things they wouldn’t say to 
someone’s face. 

 What does being a good friend and a likeable person online look like? 

 There can be pressure to be part of a particular group online or to be seen to be following a certain set of ideas 

For more information: 

You can find out more about how young people use social media, the apps they use, the risks they face, how to use 
privacy settings, and advice and tips about how to talk to your children at: 

 www.childnet.com/sns                                                                        

 www.internetmatters.org 

 www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety 

 www.parentzone.org.uk 

 www.parentzone.org.uk](www.parentzone.org.uk) 

 www.askaboutgames.com 
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Big Read Newsletter 
 

The Empathy Lab have created a set of activities for 

families to do together as part of their week-long 

countdown to Empathy Day, 3-9 June. Being able to 

understand how other people think and feel is a vital 

skill. Research shows that reading teaches young people to talk about emotions and see the world from new 

perspectives. This pack is full of great activities to develop those skills and put them into practice. It’s available at 

https://www.empathylab.uk/family-activities-pack  #empathyday  #readforempathy 

New Releases 

Everything I Thought I Knew – Shannon Takora 

A teenage girl wonders if she's inherited more than just a heart from her donor in this compulsively readable debut.  

Seventeen-year-old Chloe had a plan: work hard, get good grades, and attend a top-tier college. But after she 

collapses during cross country practice and is told that she needs a new heart, all her careful preparations are laid 

to waste. Eight months after her transplant, everything is different.  Released 03/06/2021 

 

All Our Hidden Gifts - Caroline O'Donoghue 

Maeve Chambers doesn't have much going for her. Not only does she feel like the sole idiot in a family of 

geniuses, she managed to drive away her best friend Lily a year ago. But when she finds a pack of dusty old tarot 

cards at school and begins to give scarily accurate readings to the girls in her class, she realizes she's found her gift 

at last.  Released 27/05/2021 

 

The Yearbook – Holly Bourne 

As Paige’s family life disintegrates, she realises that the infiltrators steering the yearbook are re-writing history. 

Thankfully, though, hope comes in the form of her independent-minded aunt Polly (“she seemed to genuinely care 

for me”) and soul-lifting Elijah, who supports Paige’s quest to find her voice and speak the truth after they meet 

through a copy of To Kill a Mockingbird.  Released 13/05/2021 

 

 

Feast of the Evernight – Ross Mackenzie  

 A mysterious new threat arises in the southern lands of the Silver Kingdom. Lara must journey there to uncover 

the truth in The Feast of the Evernight, the second book in the best-selling, spellbinding new series by Blue Peter 

Award and Scottish Book Award winning author Ross MacKenzie.  Released 06/05/2021 

 

Pop! – Mitch Johnson 

This is the thrilling story of Queenie de la Cruz, an ordinary girl who happens to be a big fan of world’s most 

popular fizzy drink. When a bottle washes up at her feet on the beach near her run-down house, this is not 

unusual- the beach is so covered with rubbish she hardly notices it. But this bottle contains the top-secret recipe 

for her favourite drink.  Released 06/05/2021 

 

  

Recommended Reading Lists are available for Years 7 and 8 on Satchel1 

https://www.empathylab.uk/family-activities-pack

