Dear parent / carer,
I am writing to you with more information about the COVID testing before your child returns to school. Of course,
this is subject to change for a whole host of reasons and I know there is much speculation about when students will
actually return to school, but for now this is what we are planning to do.
Critical Worker and Vulnerable children who are in school this week will get a separate email today.
Year 11 and 13 We will offer tests on Tuesday and Friday this week, in the Leisure Centre, according to the schedule
below. I apologise for the short notice, but this is the only way we are able to fit the second test in before they are
due back next week. If you are unable to make it into school for the test tomorrow, then you can still come into
school for the test on Friday so you have at least been tested once prior to coming back into school. I appreciate
the logistics of the time slots may be challenging as may be transport, so if you are unable to arrive at your time
slot please come at a different time slot and we will accommodate you.
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Other year groups We plan to test other year groups next week, with a similar structure to the day as above as
follows:
Mon 11th & Thu 14th – Year 7 and 8
Tue 12th & Thu 15th – Year 9 & 10 & 12
We will confirm this and timings nearer the time and once we have had the opportunity to work out how quickly
we are able to test students and how efficient we can be.
This testing remains completely voluntary, but we do need consent from a parent in order to do it. In the
circumstances this is challenging to get, so if you wish your child to take part, we are providing two mechanisms to
provide consent, ideally it would be preferable to have a written consent form (attached) completed and brought
with your child to their test but logistically this is challenging so we have also created a google form that can be
completed in advance, ideally both.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepszGFMnn-F-qAStKspwd8yv-GCJXkZuC2CX4WOpYGucFjkA/viewform?usp=sf_link

The testing process information is copied again below and it is worth making clear that the student will selfadminister this testing, which I know is not ideal, and that staff will not be swabbing children. If you are concerned
about this and would like to accompany your child to support them, please get in touch and we will try to
accommodate it. Aside from this, parents will not be allowed into the Leisure Centre and students should wear face
coverings before and after their test in line with our school procedures.
I hope this is as clear as we can be and we will continue to update you as things change. I would like to remind you
that remote learning starts in earnest tomorrow, please refer back to my previous correspondence for details and I
would like to make clear to any family who would normally be in receipt of free school meals, who is suffering from
hardship art this time, please contact us and we will support you with food during this period your chid is not at
school.
Yours sincerely,

Shaun Simmons
Principal

Appendix 3: NHS Test and Trace consent form for COVID-19 testing
This common consent form has been designed for use by parents and guardians of pupils and under 16s,
pupils and students over 16 and staff. Underlined sections should be read as applicable and completed as
follows:
• For pupils and students younger than 16 years - this form must be completed by the parent or legal
guardian. Please complete one consent form for each child you wish to enrol.
• Pupils and students over 16 can complete this form themselves, having discussed participation with
their parent / guardian if under 18.
• Staff will complete this form themselves.
1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the school/college about the
testing, ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily, based on the information presented in
the letter December 2020.
2. In the case of under 16s, I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to participate.
If on the day of testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so and consent can
be withdrawn at any time ahead of the test.
3. I consent to having / my child having a nose and throat swab for a lateral flow test.
4. I consent that my / my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19.
5. I understand that if my child / my result(s) are negative on the lateral flow test I will not be contacted
by the school/college except where they/you are a close contact of a confirmed positive.
6. If the lateral flow test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I consent to my child having / having a nose
and throat swab for confirmatory PCR testing, which shall be sent the same day to an NHS Test & Trace
laboratory.
7. I consent that I / they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow test result, until the
results of the confirmatory PCR have been received.
8. I agree that if my / my child’s test results are confirmed to be positive from this PCR test, I will report
this to the school / college and I understand that I/ my child will be required to self-isolate following
public health advice.
9. I consent that if a close contact of my child tests positive but I / my child has tested negative, I / they
will continue to attend school / college but will be tested every day at school / college for 7 days.
Name of pupil/student/staff to be tested (print)
Year group (if applicable)
Name of parent or guardian if under 16 (print)
Signature
Date
Relationship to child if under 16
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