
 

 

July 2021 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

I am writing to you at the end of another incredibly difficult year and will not go into details here, but simply wish to 
thank all of our parents and carers who have been supportive of us over the last 18 months. Staff and students have on 
the whole dealt brilliantly with a very challenging situation and where there have been issues, supportive parents make 
it possible to resolve and allow us to continue to put our energies into supporting your children. 

There follows below some information regarding the summer and returning in September, but this is likely to be added 
to over the coming weeks. I also want to emphasise that, with the hope of returning to greater normality next year, we 
will be enforcing our high standards of conduct and appearance from the start, to help our students get back to the 
rigour and structure of a normal school experience. I am sure the vast majority will thrive, but if your child takes some 
time to re-adjust then I think you in advance for your support as we address this. 

Uniform/PE 

One of the many unfortunate consequences of running the school this year through COVID is that it has not been 
possible to enforce our normal high standards of uniform and presentation in school. Therefore, I realise it may take 
some getting used to for some students when we return in September, so please reinforce to your child that we will 
expect full school uniform from the start and if your child feels we have condoned a variation to it this year, this will no 
longer apply unless we issue a valid uniform card. Please see our website for clarification, 
https://themarshacademy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/59-Uniform-policy-2020-21.pdf?t=1601373978   but 
some key areas to highlight: 

 Shirts must be tucked in and top buttons fastened. 

 A plain black jumper may be worn under (but not instead of) a blazer. 

 Shoes must be traditional leather/leather like. Please see the guide on the website if you are unsure. 

 Students should not dye their hair bright colours or have expensive false nails just before returning to school. 

 Trousers should be traditional, not elasticated or ‘tight fit’. 

 Mobile phones must be switched off and in bags when on site. 

 Students must not come to school in PE kit, they will change at school. 

If you have genuine difficulties in ensuring your child has the correct uniform, please speak to us and we will help where 
we can. 

COVID / Testing 

At this stage it is still difficult to know for sure what controls we will still need to have in place in September, so I 
anticipate contacting you again before we return to clarify. In theory, much of what we have done this year will no 
longer be necessary and we hope to return to normal as much as possible, but we will continue to be cautious as we see 
fit. At this stage, we feel it would be sensible for students to have face coverings with them as they have done up to 
now, but how much their use is compulsory or voluntary it is too early to say.  

We are anticipating that students will be asked to COVID test on-site twice at the start of term, although we expect this 
to be voluntary as before. The logistics of this are challenging, but our intention at this stage is to continue with our 
planned staggered start:  

 Thursday 2nd September  Year 7 & 12  

 Friday 3rd September  Year 7, 11, 12 & 13  

 Monday 6th September   Whole school  

We intend to offer onsite tests to all students, to be booked through our parent evening app, on Tuesday 31st August 
and Friday 3rd September, but we will confirm this in due course. 

 

 

https://themarshacademy.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/59-Uniform-policy-2020-21.pdf?t=1601373978


 

 

Results Days 

A letter has been sent to parents of all students who are expecting results this summer, should you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to get in contact with us. 

Summer Tuition – Years 9 & 10 

I would like to thank parents and carers who have supported their children in signing up to tuition this summer. It is a 
significant financial commitment for the Academy and thus, students are expected to be fully committed to the 
programme. A letter has been sent outlining next steps and parents/carers will receive student login details to the email 
address they have provided. 

Summer Learning - Oak National Academy 

Oak National Academy provides free video lessons, slides and worksheets to support teachers and parents to keep 
pupils learning. Created by teachers in response to coronavirus, the resources are freely available, to complement 
schools’ own teaching. Lessons cover a broad range of subjects and there are no sign-ups or logins required. Please click 
here to view more information Oak for Parents and Carers | Oak National Academy (thenational.academy). 

Oak have launched their Summer Classroom, where students can access resources in five core subjects to keep them 
learning over the summer Oak National Academy Online Classroom (thenational.academy). Students simply go to the 
website, selected the subject they wish to explore and choose the appropriate Key Stage (Year 7-9 should select Key 
Stage 3, Years 10 and 11 should select Key Stage 4).  

Should students wish to explore different subjects than the five available on the Summer Classroom, these can be found 
Oak Academy’s main home page. 

Whilst it is important that students have an enjoyable summer break in preparation for returning to their studies in 
September, dedicating 1-2 hours per day to reading and engaging with education material is highly recommended. 
Directors of Learning in Core Subjects have recommended the following topics from the Summer Classroom as a focus 
for any additional work completed over the summer break: 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7,8 and 9) Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) 

Maths English Science Maths English Science 

Conceptualising 
and comparing 
Fractions 

Order of 
Operations 

Factors and 
Multiples 

Percentages 

Ratio 

Forming and 
solving equations 

Solving linear 
equations 
algebraically 

Years 7&8 

Introduction 
to Poetry 

Nature 
Poetry 

Oliver Twist 

Sentences 1 

Sentences 2 

Year 9 

Introduction 
to Poetry 

Introduction 
to Tragedy 

Introduction 
to the 
Romantics 

Introduction 
to the Sonnet 

Recapping 
the basics 

Cells tissues, 
organs and 
systems 

Energy 

Forces 

Interdependence 

Particles 

Number 
(10 
lessons) 

Algebra (4 
lessons) 

Shape (4 
lessons) 

Romeo and 
Juliet 

An 
Inspector 
Calls 

AQA Power 
and Conflict 

Atomic 
Structure 

Bonding, 
structure and 
properties 

Energy 

Forces 

Particle of 
Matter 

Homeostasis 
and Response 

 

Above all, I would like to wish every one of our students and their families, a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer. 

 

Shaun Simmons 

Principal 

 

https://www.thenational.academy/parents-and-carers
https://classroom.thenational.academy/summer-learning-support

