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Annotation in Photography 
 
What can you see in the image? Be specific. 
In this image, there is a middle-aged woman, presumably the mother, with three 
children surrounding her. The woman looks sad and his gently holding her face with 
her hand, in a gesture of distress.  
Think about the composition, how have these things been positioned within the 
frame? 
The focal point, which is the mother, is placed in the centre of the frame with two 
older children either side, facing away from the camera, which I think is to give the 
image some balance and symmetry. She is also holding a small baby on her lap, 
supported by her unseen arm. Some may argue that there is also elements of rule of 
thirds in this image, as the mothers face falls on the horizontal dividing line for the top 
third of the image. 
What is the effect of this composition? 
Because there is so much in the tight frame, the image overall is quite chaotic and 
busy. This has been done to highlight that distressing and busy lifestyle of the mother.  
What formal elements have been used? How have they been used? 
There is a variety of tone in the image, which causes quite high contrast in some areas 
of the image. I also think the photographer has tried to use the line of the arm and 
hand to guide the viewers eye to the mother’s face. 
What is the effect of this? 
The high contrast has a very dramatic effect, which compliments the dark and quite 
sad feel to the image. 
How do you think the image has been made? 
The image has been shot using a black and white film camera, possibly taken at a time 
of day when the natural lighting is at its harshest, which therefor creates beautiful 
highlights against dramatic shadows. I do not think this image has been processed or 
edited in anyway, and I equally do not think there is any need for it to be.  
What can you take from this image as inspiration? 
I like how the photographer has used natural lighting to create contrast and I think this 
will be something I experiment with in my own photographs. I however do not like the 
crowded composition of the image and think a similar depressed, dark atmosphere 
can be still be created using a simpler, more minimalistic approach.  

Migrant Mother, Dorothea Lange, 1936 



Reflection in Photography (before edit) 
What have you included in the image? 
How have you composed the image? 
Why did you decide to compose the image this way? 
What is the effect of this composition? 
What formal elements have you included in this image? 
How have you included these formal elements? 
What is the effect of these formal elements on the image? 
How did you make the image? 
How could you improve the image? 
How do you plan to make these improvements? 

Reflection in Photography (after edit) 
How have you edited the image? 
What is the effect of these edits? (Has it changed the result of any of the 
formal elements or composition compared to before editing?) 
Do you think the image has been successful? 
Why do you / do you not think this? 
How do you plan to move forward from here in your project? (What ideas 
and techniques will you take from this experiment and what will you leave / 
learn from?) 

 

Formal Elements 
LINE 
The use of line in photography can be both complimentary and contrasting, 
each resulting in a different effect on the image. 
SHAPE / FORM 
This is the exploration of 3D forms, the best way to highlight different forms 
is through shadow / tone. 
COLOUR 
Colour can either be isolated or fill the image. 
CONTRAST 
The arrangement of opposite elements, this can be tone, colour, pattern, 
shape, etc.… 
PATTERN 
Repetition of a shape or form within an image to create consistency. 
TEXTURE 
Showing the perceived surface quality of an object / form. 
SPACE 
There are two types of space, negative space and positive space. Negative 
space is the space surrounding the focal point. Positive space is the space 
occupied by the focal point. 
PERSPECTIVE 
Manipulating the viewpoint of the camera to change a forms perceived size. 

Composition 
SYMMETRY 
Creating a mirror line along the centre point of an image, either horizontally or 
vertically. 
RULE OF THIRDS 
Positioning the focal point on one of the dividing three lines and / or contact 
points. 
GOLDEN RATIO 
A calculated spiral that subconsciously guides the viewers eye around the                                                            
image, to the focal point. 
NATURAL FRAMING 
The use of physical forms / objects to naturally frame a focal point. 
LEADING LINES 
Use lines within photography to naturally guide the viewers eye to the focal point. 
LEFT TO RIGHT 
Used to show movement within photography. The viewers eye should travel with 
the moving form. 
RULE OF ODDS 
Only using odd numbers to compose an image. Makes images aesthetically pleasing 
and well balanced. 
FOREGROUND INTEREST 
Positioning the focal point at the front of the image. This can often be emphasised 
by using a shallow depth of field. 



 


