The Skinners’ family of schools

Welcome to the Year 11
Information Evening

Exam season opens:
May 2020
Only 12 weeks away!

12 weeks to make a difference!
Monday 27th to Thursday 30th April Art GCSE

Wider Context
• Grades are 9-1
• Little coursework
• More subject content
• Emphasis on knowledge
• A busy exam season!

The key to success in the exams is …
A school
that
believes

Teachers
that
believe

Hard work and
determination

In
preparation
for the
exams …

• Advice from parent’s evenings /
events
• Tutorial revision, assembly and
wellbeing sessions – attendance
• After school revision slots
• Saturday revision
• Half term and Easter revision
• A realistic independent revision
plan
• Lessons are the most important
time … students need to be there
and be active

Tutorial Intervention
• Year 11 have their own tutorial team – core staff, Ebacc staff, motivational staff
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Assembly

Intervention

Intervention

Intervention

Wellbeing/PSHE

• The key to success is attendance – 30 minutes a day is 2 ½ hours a week
SAM LEARNING
• SAM learning – students can access this at home
• PSHE / Wellbeing aims to develop key attributes including:
www.samlearning.com
• Resilience
Centre ID: TN28SS
User ID: DOB and initials
• Growth mind-set – everything is possible
Password: DOB and initials
• Confidence
• Managing stress
• Setting and achieving goals and aspirations
• Work-life balance

After School Intervention Timetable
Monday
Computer
Science
Health & Social
Care

Tuesday
Art
Food
History
Music
Science

Wednesday
French
Geography
History
Maths
Science

Thursday
Business
Studies
Drama
Food
Geography
Photography
Science

Friday
English

Saturday and holiday revision
Date

th

Saturday 15 February
HALF TERM REVISION
nd
Saturday 22 February
th
Saturday 29 February
th

Saturday 7 March

th

Saturday 14 March

st

Saturday 21 March

th

Saturday 28 March

EASTER REVISION

Subject Offer
English – Power & Conflict Poetry
History
School will be open to provide a supervised learning space and computers from 9-11am daily
English
Science - Core Biology Concepts
Maths
Art
English – An Inspector Calls
Science
Science - Core Chemistry Concepts
English – A Christmas Carol
Maths
Art
Maths (Foundation)
English – Romeo & Juliet
History – Paper 1 WWI
Science - Energy & Forces
English – Using Evidence
History – Paper 2 Medicine
Maths
To be advised

Independent Revision
• Little and often
• Start preparing well in advance –
reduce stress and anxiety
• Create a realistic revision timetable
• Know when and where best revision
happens (NOT in front of the TV)

• Reward success

Advice from the
core subjects
Useful websites
www.bbc.com/bitesize
Mathematics
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
English
Romeo & Juliet
www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zykncwx
Non-fiction Writing
www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zs3chv4
Science
www.khanacademy.org
Geography
www.coolgeography.co.uk
French
www.duolingo.com or www.memrise.com

GCSE English Language & GCSE English Literature

Assessment

Structure of the exam papers
Dates

Length

Units tested

Marks

Literature Paper 1
Wed 13th May (pm)

1hr 45
minutes

Romeo & Juliet and
A Christmas Carol

64
(SPG- 4)

Literature Paper 2 Thurs 21st
May

2hr 15
minutes

An Inspector Calls, Poetry
Anthology and unseen
poetry

92
(SPG – 4)

Language Paper 1 Tues 2nd June

1hr 45
minutes

Explorations in creative
reading and writing

80

Language Paper 2 Fri 5th June

1hr 45
minutes

Writers’ viewpoints and
perspectives

80

English Literature Paper 1
Wed 13th May (pm)
Romeo & Juliet
A Christmas Carol
Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare
presents the relationship between Romeo and Juliet.
Write about:
• how Shakespeare presents their relationship in this
conversation
• how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Romeo
and Juliet in the play as a whole

How does Priestley present Sheila as a character who learns
important lessons about herself and society?

English Literature Paper 2
Thurs 21st May

Write about:
• some of the things Sheila learns in the play
• how Priestley presents Sheila as a character who learns
important lessons about herself and society.

An Inspector Calls
Power & Conflict poetry
Unseen Poetry
Compare how poets present the ways that people are affected
by war in ‘War Photographer’ and in one other poem from
‘Power and conflict’.
In ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’, how does the poet present
ideas about living a happy and contented life? [24 marks]

In both ‘Nobody’ and ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’ the poets describe
ideas about how to live your life. What are the similarities and/or
differences between the methods the poets use to present these ideas? [8

English Language Paper 1
Tues 2nd June

Section B – Writing
Last year the question was:

Section A – Reading
Read an extract from a story
4 Questions:
1. List 4 things… (4)
2. How does the writer use language
to…(8)
3. How has the writer structured the text
to interest you as a reader? (8)
4. A student said…….To what extent do you
agree? (20)

Describe a market place as suggested by
this picture.
Or

Write a story with the title ‘Abandoned’.
(40 marks)

English Language Paper 2
Fri 5th June
Section A – Reading

Section B – Writing

Read two non-fiction extracts

Last year the question was:

4 Questions:
1. Choose 4 statements from 8 that are true
(4)
2. Write a summary of differences/
similarities(8)
3. How does the writer use language to…
(12)
4. Compare how the writers convey their
different perspectives and feelings about…
(16)

‘It is people who have extraordinary skill, courage
and determination who deserve to be famous, not
those who have good looks or lots of money or
behave badly.’

Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper
in which you argue your point of view in
response to this statement.

Assessment

Relating this to GCSE grades 2019
Language:
48% of marks required for grade 4
54% of marks required for grade 5
68% of marks required for grade 7
Literature:
43% of marks required for grade 4
52% of marks required for grade 5
71% of marks required for grade 7

How can you help?
Literature
• Asking your children to explain what the key themes are in the texts
• Quizzing your children on key quotes – ideally using Flashcards they
have made themselves
• Watching the films of A Christmas Carol, Romeo & Juliet and An
Inspector Calls with your children
• Buying the revision workbooks – and making sure they are completing
them!

How can you help?
Language
• Work through the BBC Bitesize pages on AQA English Language GCSE
• Finding extracts from stories or non-fiction and asking them to analyse
the use of language
• Quiz them on the Fortnightly Literacy Tests that are on SMHW
• Asking them to complete persuasive or descriptive writing tasks
• Buying the revision workbook – and making sure they are completing
it!

Combined Science GCSE
• Six exams, three before half term, three
after.
• Two GCSE grades, e.g. 56, 77…
• Lots of content, but skills make up 30% of
the final mark.
• Work hard in lesson and attempt everything
to the best of your ability. What happens in
lesson is 90% of the success.
• Revision guides are on sale from Science,
subsidised (normally cost £10, selling for £5).
• Revision and help sessions are on Tuesdays
and after Xmas some Saturday school
sessions.
• Revision is very important, the core
practicals are ‘easy marks’ and you must do
the experiments, but key skills are crucial,
we are really concentrating on this in
lessons.

Mathematics GCSE
Pearson Edexcel

Exam details:
Edexcel GCSE Mathematics

Exam Dates:
Paper 1 (non-calc) – Tuesday 19th May 2020 AM
th
Paper 2 (calc) – Thursday 4 June 2020 AM

Paper 3 (calc) – Monday 8th June 2020 AM
All papers 90 mins each

In School Support
Each Year 11 student has received a ‘pinpoint’ review of their latest
assessment (mock exam). This gives them examples of the areas that they
did not perform so well on. Each pinpoint is individual to the student.
Members of the Maths department will be available for after school revision
on Wednesday and Thursday and a number of Saturdays.
Mr Simmons will be available from 9-11 for maths revision each week day
this half term!
Students do not need to see their own maths teacher(s) for revision. We are
a team and will assist all students.

Revision Guides
We have very useful revision
guides and work books for maths
for both higher and foundation.
This package includes a set of
three work books for the
excellent price of £6.10 available
through parent pay.

Other Online Resources
Hegarty Maths
Corbett Maths
BBC Bitesize
Edexcel exam board

Top 10 tips to support your child
through their exams

1. Being a role model
Set a good example by
modelling the behaviour you
want your child to adopt…

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Planning for the week
Eating healthily and well
Keeping hydrated
Leading an active life
Staying calm
Being organised
Good sleep habits

2. Goal Setting
• Encourage them to keep their
goals planner visible – e.g.
printed and displayed on their
bedroom wall
• Help focus them and talk to
them about their goals
regularly
• Give positive reinforcement
• Connect with them about
‘why’ and ‘what’ they want to
achieve

3. Keeping Active
• Encourage them to keep active on a daily
basis
• Carry out exercise in manageable chunks
e.g. 3 x 20 min sessions throughout the
day
• Plan to do active things together on a
weekend
• Go out for a walk together and get some
fresh air
• Help them plan out their weekly exercise
schedule in advance
• After exercise your brain functions well, so
encourage a revision session afterwards

60
minutes
per day

4. Healthy Eating
A BALANCING ACT
Keep your sugar levels under control.

MIGHTY MAGNESIUM
Magnesium is involved in over 1000
enzymatic reactions in the body. It's
vitally important in providing our cells
with energy
Green vegetables
Nuts
Pulses
Fish
Bananas

UP THE B’S &
OMEGA 3’S
B vitamins are directly involved in
creating energy at a cellular level &
will give you an energy boost
Green vegetables
Asparagus / Spinach
Broccoli
Yoghurt
Chicken / Salmon
Whole Grains / Brown rice
Almonds / Pecans
Eggs

5. Time Out
Encourage them to build in opportunities to take some
time out every week, away from study. For example:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Going out for food
Seeing friends
Having a bath
Listening to music
Reading a book
Doing a hobby
Going shopping
Going to the cinema

6.Sleep Patterns
• Young people need between 8 – 9
hours sleep per night
• Help your child create a relaxing
evening routine
• Make sure they don’t eat too late at
night
• Avoid giving them caffeine or
sugary drinks late at night
• Make sure they don’t work or revise
too late before going to bed
• Encourage them to switch off from
social media / technology at least
an hour before bedtime

7. Unplugging
 Encourage them to unplug from
technology everyday
 Help them switch off from technology at
least 30 mins- 1 hr before going to sleep
 Support your child to appreciate the world
around them rather than being governed
by their phone
 Make sure they put their phone away, &
on silent, while they are concentrating on
tasks / revision / homework
 Help them learn to have the control to not
be obsessed with their phone
 Choose some time each day/week to
switch off and unplug from technology
with them

8. Staying Cool & Calm
• Set a good example by staying calm yourself
• Create a relaxing environment for your child
• Help them plan out coping strategies to deal
with their stress
• Give them positive distractions away from
studying
• Help them understand their stress & to focus on
controlling the controllables
• Promote a balance of their academic studies &
other activities during the week

9. Belief
• Give them positive reinforcement
• Boost their confidence daily
• Celebrate any successes and reward
them e.g. if they have achieved their
mini-goals
• Try not to set your expectations too high
• Show them how proud of them you are
• Highlight things to make them feel good
• Give them the belief in themselves to
help them achieve

10. Be Supportive
• Be a good listener
• Be approachable
• Encourage them to take breaks
in between revision
• Show some understanding of
what they are going through
• Help them deal with their
emotions & feelings
• Offer caring advice
• Just be there for them!

Exam season opens:
May 2020
Only 12 weeks away!

12 weeks to make a difference!
Monday 27th to Thursday 30th April Art GCSE

