KS4 COURSE GUIDE

CHOOSING A KS4 PROGRAMME

Introduction

Dear Parents/Carers

Introduction to Key Stage 4

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

Qualification Grading

Key Stage 4 is the two year period of GCSE study, starting in
September of Year 10 and ending with the collection of GCSE
results in August of Year 11. During this time, young people
lay the foundations for their future career. The qualifications
achieved, and the standard of those, decides where and what
pupils can study in Post 16 education, which in turn, decides the
pathway they are able to take beyond the Post-16 providers’
gates. It is important that we get it right, which means guiding
each child into the subjects and courses that will maximise their
chance of success. The following big picture questions need
careful consideration:

The National Curriculum requires that all students study a core

Most courses at Key Stage 4 are GCSEs, BTEC First awards or
Level 1 and Level 2 courses.

•
•
•
•
•
•

GCSEs with 9 - 1 Grading
Since the introduction of a reformed suite of GCSEs in 2016, a
grading scale of 9 to 1 is used nationally, with 9 being the top
grade (higher than traditional A*). Grade 9 is only awarded to
2% of candidates nationally.

This booklet outlines the range of 2-year courses which will be available for your child to
study as they move into Year 10 at The Marsh Academy. It includes information about
the core subjects which are compulsory for all students and the list of option subjects
from which the students can choose three.
This is a very important stage in your child’s life and the choices made now will have a
significant impact on their future opportunities and prospects. It is important that you
and they engage fully in the process of choosing the most appropriate and beneficial
courses for them as individuals.
It is important that teachers and parents are able to guide students through this process
to enable them to have the best programme of study. Staff may contact you if they
believe your child has not chosen a subject that they will be successful in and/or if they
believe your child may not be entirely successful in a subject they have chosen.
It is important we do not set any child up to fail. Not all options will have enough students
to be a viable teaching group and in this instance, students and parents will be notified
so they can re-opt. Wherever possible, we will try to ensure students receive their firstchoice options. However, students are asked to pick reserve subjects just in case.
There has also been a change of emphasis with the way that the curriculum is designed to
match national trends and student needs. To support student outcomes in Mathematics,
all students will be entered for GCSE Statistics in Year 10, they will achieve an additional
GCSE for this. In response to our students’ needs, we have also taken the decision to
enter students early for GCSE English Literature at the end of Year 10, this will reduce the
number of examinations they have to sit in Year 11 and also enable them to focus on
one component at a time.

It is important that your child picks subjects that give them a breadth and depth of
skills. To make their decision, they should consider the following points:
•
•
•
•

Take into consideration what subjects they have enjoyed since Year 7. Ask staff
about the topics they will cover in Years 10 and 11 and decide whether this will
hold their interest.
Look at the feedback they have been given. Do they have the potential to
achieve in this subject? Often students are more motivated and enthused when
they do well.
Spend a little time dreaming! What would they like to be in the future? What
choices may be good to enable them to follow that career pathway? This may
involve you doing a little research or speaking to their teachers.
Strike a balance- make sure they pick a range of subjects so they keep their
options open for the next stage of education.

Avoid the following:
• Choosing something because it is ‘easy’ – no course is easy. They will all involve
hard work and effort over the next 2 years.
• Following the choices their friends make. They will still see friends at break,
lunch and in tutorial.
• Picking a subject because of the teacher. The timetable is written after the
options are made so there can be no guarantees that their choice of teacher will
be allocated to the class.
Unfortunately we are unable to invite you onsite to our usual subject preview evening.
However, each subject has prepared a video presentation for you to watch with
your child to help provide further information on the GCSE subject choices before
they are asked to submit their decisions. It is important that students understand
how their choices relate to their aspirations and from there we will help support
and guide them to make the right choice. Ultimately the final decisions rests with
them. Please do not hesitate to contact the Academy if you have any questions or
concerns.
Yours faithfully,
Karla O’Gormley
Vice Principal

1.
2.
3.
4.

What career aspirations does the child have?
What subjects will facilitate them achieving their ambitions?
Is the course academically suited to the child?
Will the choices made keep academic and career
opportunities open to the child in the future?

There are two common approaches to deciding how to choose
the best GCSE options.
Route 1: You know which job/industry you want to go into
after school, and you look at the qualifications required.
Route 2: You have no idea what you want to do after school.
This is totally fine! You can choose GCSEs that leave your
options open.

curriculum of:

English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Science
Physical Education
Citizenship, RE, Careers and Sex and Relationships
Education

All of the above subjects are compulsory and all students will
study these in Key Stage 4 at The Marsh Academy. In addition,
as outlined in the letter at the beginning of this booklet, all
students will study GCSE Statistics and will be awarded an
additional GCSE qualification for this.
Students are to choose at least one (or up to three) subject(s)
from Geography, History, French and Computer Science.
The two remaining slots can be from any subject in the options
booklet.

English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
The EBacc is made up of the subjects which are considered
essential to many degrees and opens up lots of doors. Research
shows that a pupil’s socioeconomic background impacts the
subjects they choose at GCSE, and that this determines their
opportunities beyond school.
A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying
subjects included in the EBacc provides students with greater
opportunities in further education and increases the likelihood
that a pupil will stay on in full-time education. The Sutton Trust
research reveals that studying the EBacc can help improve
a young person’s performance in English and maths. The
government’s ambition is to see 75% of pupils studying the
EBacc subject combination at GCSE by 2022, and 90% by 2025.
2025.

•
•
•

Grade 7 is equivalent to an A
Grades 4 is equivalent to a C
Grades 1 is equivalent to a G

Assessment is mainly by examination, with other types of
assessment used only where needed to test essential subject
skills. For example, in Drama there is a performance assessment
element.
Tiers of Entry
Some courses are split into ‘foundation tier’ and ‘higher tier’.
Students who sit foundation tier papers will not be able to
achieve the highest grades, with the highest achievable grade
on a Foundation paper being a Grade 5. Conversely, the lowest
achievable grade on a Higher paper would be a Grade 4, and if
students achieve a lower mark than a Grade 4, they essentially
“fall off the bottom of the scale” and achieve a Grade U. For this
reason, teachers and subject leaders assess the performance
of each pupil throughout Years 10 and 11 and make final tier
decisions in the Spring Term of Year 11.
Technical Qualifications
The government has also approved some high status technical
qualifications. These are recognised by employers and colleges
as equivalent to GCSEs. These offer a mixture of assessment
styles - examination and coursework. These qualifications are
graded at either Level 2 (Distinction *, Distinction, Merit or
Pass) equivalent to GCSE grades 9-4 or Level 1 (Distinction,
Merit or Pass) equivalent to GCSE grades 3-1. Subjects using
this assessment approach are listed as BTEC or Level 1 and 2
qualification.

CORE SUBJECTS

CORE SUBJECTS

GCSE English Language - AQA

GCSE English Literature - AQA

GCSE Mathematics - Pearson

GCSE Combined Science - Pearson

GCSE Statistics - Pearson

Subject Overview:
Students will study ‘Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing’
and ‘Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives’. These allow students to
access a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries,
including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such
as reviews and journalism. Students will need a range of skills to study
GCSE English and should be prepared to:

Subject Overview:
Students will study Shakespeare and the 19th-century Novel, as well as
Modern texts and Poetry. These allow for students to read a wide range
of classic literature fluently and with good understanding and make
connections across their reading. It will also allow them to read in depth
and critically evaluate, so that they are able to discuss and explain their
understanding and ideas. Students will need to develop the habit of
reading widely and often; while appreciating the depth and power of
the English literary heritage. Students will also need to:

Subject Overview:
Students will follow the Edexcel GCSE Mathematics course.

Subject Overview:
Studying Science enables students to develop the confidence,
knowledge and skills to find answers to their own questions about the
workings of the biological, chemical, physical and technological world.
Students will follow the Pearson Edexcel Combined Science GCSE
course.

Subject Overview:
Statistics ensures that students develop the confidence and competence
with statistical techniques to enable them to apply those techniques
flexibly to solve statistical problems through a practical programme of
study.

• Write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading;
• Using Standard English and acquire and use a wide vocabulary,
• Use correct grammatical terminology and other literary and
linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they
read.

Assessment Overview:
There are two tiers available: Foundation and Higher (content is defined
for each tier). The qualification consists of three equally weighted
written examination papers at either Foundation tier or Higher tier. All
three papers must be at the same tier of entry and must be completed
in the same assessment series.

Studying the three sciences will enable students to:

Paper 1: Non-calculator
Paper 2: Calculator
Paper 3: Calculator

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons
between texts;
Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts;
Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and
improve their own writing;
Write effectively and coherently using standard English
appropriately;
Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately;
Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, written and spoken.

Assessment Overview:
Students will sit two written examinations in English Language.
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
• Section A: Reading (one literatire fiction text)
• Section B: Writing (descriptive or narrative writing)
Paper 1 will be assessed by a written examination worth 80 marks and
50% of students’ overall GCSE Grade. Students will have 1 hour 45
minutes to complete.
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
• Section A: Reading (one non-fiction and literary non-fiction text)
• Section B: Writing (writing to present a viewpoint)
Paper 2 will be assessed by a written examination worth 80 marks and
50% of students’ overall GCSE Grade. Students will have 1 hour 45
minutes to complete.
16 marks per paper will be awarded for technical accuracy; spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

Assessment Overview:
Students will sit two examinations in English Literature.
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-centrury novel
• Section A: Shakespeare
• Section B: The 19th century-novel
Paper 1 will be assessed by a written examination worth 64 marks and
40% of students’ overall GCSE Grade. Students will have 1 hour 45
minutes to complete.
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
• Section A: Modern texts
• Section B: Poetry
• Section C: Unseen Poetry
Paper 2 will be assessed by a written examination worth 96 marks and
60% of students’ overall GCSE Grade. Students will have 2 hours 15
minutes to complete.
Students will sit their English Literature GCSE at the end of Year 10.

Topics will include:
•
Number;
•
Algebra;
•
Ratio and Proportion;
•
Geometry and Measures;
•
Probability and Statistics

The content outlined for each tier will be assessed across all three
papers. Each paper will cover all Assessment Objectives, in the
percentages outlined for each tier. Each paper has a range of question
types; some questions will be set in both mathematical and nonmathematical contexts.
The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale
from 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three papers where 9 is the
highest grade
•
•

Foundation tier: Grades 5 to 1
Higher tier: Grades 9 to 3

Having a good grade in GCSE Mathematics is vital in opening career
pathways for all young people. It is essential for successful applications
to further and higher education and a very wide range of employment. It
is a qualification that all employers will be keen to look at as an indicator
of how numerate a potential employee is likely to be. Mathematics
Students who are strong in Mathematics will find this course will
support applications for: Engineering; Sciences; Accountancy; Teaching;
Business Studies; ICT

Combined Science is a combination of Biology, Chemistry and Physics
and all three disciplines will be taught over the two years of GCSE.

•
•

•

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding
through the specific disciplines of Biology, Chemistry and Physics
develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of
Science, through different types of scientific enquiries that help
them to answer scientific questions about the world around them
develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling,
enquiry and problem-solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the
field and in other learning environments
develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through
critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions,
both qualitatively and quantitatively.

Biology - students will cover topics such as: cells and control, genetics,
health, disease and the development of medicines, plant structures and
their functions and ecosystems and material cycles.
Chemistry - students will cover topics such as: chemical changes,
extracting metals and equilibria, groups in the periodic table and fuels
and earth science.
Physics - students will cover topics such as: motion and forces, waves,
light and the electromagnetic spectrum, radioactivity, energy and
electricity and circuits.
Assessment Overview:
There are two tiers of entry for Combined Science: Foundation and
Higher. Students will be entered for the tier most appropriate to their
ability and will sit the same tier across all three Science disciplines.
The course will be assessed by six written examinations at the end
of Year 11; two for each Science discipline. Each paper is 1hr 15mins
long. There is an obligation for all students to complete 21 practical
experiments before sitting their examinations.

There are three main areas of study, these include:
Collection of Data - students will learn how to plan an investigation,
recognise and interpret different types of data, learn about populations
and sampling techniques, learn about data collection techniques from
different sources and consider their reliability.
Processing, Representing and Analysing Data - students will learn
about measures of central tendency (e.g. mean, median, mode,
seasonal variation etc.) and measures of dispersion (e.g. interquartile
range, standard deviation, calculate outliers etc.), as well as additional
summary statistics (e.g. index numbers, interpret rates of change etc.).
Probability - students will build on their existing knowledge regarding
probability. Students will also learn about probability distributions
(such as binomial and normal distributions) and know how to interpret
characteristics of these. As part of the course, students will have the
opportunity to complete their own practical investigation.
Assessment Overview:
The new Edexcel GCSE Statistics examination will consist of two exams
of equal importance. Both papers are 1 hour 30 minutes and focus on
the same content and assessment objectives. Calculators may be used
in both examinations. GCSE Statistics can be assessed at both Higher
and Foundation tiers:
•
•

Foundation tier: Grades 5 to 1
Higher tier: Grades 9 to 3

GCSE Statistics reinforces some of the techniques taught in GCSE
Mathematics and brings a further breadth of understanding to
statistical methods.
Students will sit their examinations for GCSE Statistics in Year 10.

EBACC OPTIONS

EBACC OPTIONS

GCSE History - AQA

GCSE French - AQA

GCSE Geography - AQA

GCSE Computer Science - OCR

Subject Overview:
Are you interested in the future? To know where we are going, we have
to know where we have been. The only way to know this is to study
History. Do you want answers to the world’s biggest questions? Have
you ever thought about how you would cope or live in the past? Then
GCSE History is for you as it will help you understand how the world
you live in was shaped and make you consider today’s society in a
different way. Employers and universities regard History qualifications
very highly. GCSE History may just be your ticket to a better future…

Subject Overview:
Studying GCSE French enables students to develop their language
skills in a variety of contexts. Students will study a range of topics
from important issues surrounding the environment, education and
career choices to more personal subjects such as family relationships
and holidays. This provides students with a broad understanding of
the culture of countries and communities where French is spoken. The
course emphasises the importance of effective communication and
promotes an independent approach to language learning. Students
will encounter more complex grammar and vocabulary, as well as
opportunities to explore their creativity and organisational skills.
Studying French at GCSE level allows students to foster an appreciation
and enjoyment of language learning alongside the recognition that
language skills enable students to take their place in a multi-lingual,
global society. Universities and many employers value Language
qualifications very highly and thus, this subject is very rewarding
and will support students’ progress in the future.

Subject Overview:
Geography students hold the key to solving the world’s problems.
Geography is about places and people, and in a world continually
shaken by environmental, economic, political and social events,
understanding the world around you has never been more important.
Studying Geography at GCSE you will learn geographical concepts,
theories and knowledge, while gaining transferable skills that can
improve your career prospects. Geography students are valued by
employers, colleges and universities for this unique combination.

Subject Overview:
This exciting GCSE gives students an excellent opportunity to
investigate how computers work and how they are used, and to develop
computer programming and problem-solving skills. You’ll also do some
fascinating in-depth research and practical work.

This course gives students the opportunity to study Early and 20th
Century history from a variety of perspectives both thematically and by
country. GCSE History covers a range of topics and time periods which
leads to a fascinating combination:
•
•
•

The GCSE course demands that students complete a period study
in the form of Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and dictatorship
A wider world depth study - conflict and tension WWI 1894-1918
Students will complete one thematic study - Britain: Health and
the people: C1000 to present day to present day and a British
depth study, Elizabethan England 1568 - 1603.

Assessment Overview:
History is assessed through two end of the course examinations, 2
hours each in length.

Assessment Overview:
Following the AQA GCSE Specification for Modern Languages, students
will be assessed in the four traditional components at the end of Year
11. The course is 100% examination. The assessments are based on
the three central themes which students study throughout the course:
identity and culture; local, national, international and global areas of
interest and current and future study and employment.

Paper 1: Period Study - Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and
dictatorship. A Wider World Depth Study: Conflict and tension World
War I 1894-1918.

Students will be asserssed through three written examinations and one
oral examination. There are two tiers of entry; Higher and Foundation;
students must take all four components at the same tier.

Paper 2: Thematic Study - Britain: Health and the people: C1000 to
present day to present day. British depth study: Elizabethan England
1568-1603.

Paper 1: Listening – 25% of overall grade
Paper 2: Reading – 25% of overall grade
Paper 3: Writing – 25% of overall grade
Speaking Assessment – 25% of overall grade

What skills does this subject develop?
In History you will develop multiple transferable skills which will
support in a huge variety of different jobs. These skills include: analysis,
interpretation, presentation and using evidence to form judgements
and support your own conclusions. Studying History provides you with
the opportunity to investigate the mysteries of the past and challengie
your own ideas as well as expressing your opinion based on facts.

What skills does this subject develop?
The GCSE French course is designed to equip students with the
knowledge to communicate with confidence and independence
across all four skill areas, enabling students to speak more accurately
with French speakers. You will broaden your vocabulary and develop
your understanding of the grammar, as well as learning about French
culture. On completion of the GCSE, you could continue your study of
the language at a higher level, for example at AS level, to enhance your
career prospects. The study of Languages encourages life-long learning
and is widely viewed as an asset for the future.

Assessment Overview:
The GCSE course covers both physical and human topics. It will be
assessed through 3 written examinations; Paper 1 (1 hour 30 minutes),
Paper 2 (1 hour 30 minutes) and Paper 3 (1 hour 15 minutes).
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment - you will study the
causes and effects of natural, tectonic and weather hazards as well as
the impact that humans are having on global climates. You will also
learn about rainforest and desert ecosystems on a global scale, and the
coast and river landscapes of the UK on a more localised scale.
Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment – you will compare
urban environments in Rio de Janeiro and the UK and will consider how
to plan for sustainable cities of the future. You will also tackle economic
geography considering why there are inequalities across the world and
how we can manage resources to ensure that everyone has access to
food, water and energy.
Paper 3: Geographical Applications and Skills – integral to GCSE
geography is the development of a wide range of skills including the
use of maps and atlases, the construction and analysis of graphs, the
application of statistics, the art of evaluation, the ability to develop
balanced arguments that reach a conclusion and the skill of making a
decision based on evidence. You will carry out two pieces of fieldwork
during the year where you will collect and analyse data that you will
be asked about in the exam. You will also respond to pre-released
materials that test the skills that you have developed throughout the
course.
What skills does this subject develop?
Geography is about our place on the planet and how we can better
understand the impacts of our actions today on the people of tomorrow.
Studying GCSE Geography will allow you to move into the future with
clarity and a conscience and will give you a broad skills base that will
prove valuable throughout life.

Computer Science will hdevelop your skills in critical thinking, analysis
and problem solving. We hope you’ll find it a fun and interesting way
to develop these skills, which can also be transferred to other subjects
and even applied in day-to-day.
Assessment Overview:
The computer systems and programming unit will teach you the theory
about a wide range of issues such as hardware and software, the
representation of data in computer systems, computer communications
and networking, security programming and more.
The programming project will call on you to design, code and test a
solution to three tasks using a suitable programming language. The
course comprises of 2 exams and 1 project.
Paper 1: Computer Systems, Networks and Security: 1.5 hours – 50 % of
the final grades.
Paper 2: Computer Programming Concepts: 1.5 hours – 50 % of the
final grades.
Computer Programming (practical): 20 hours Controlled Assessment.
What skills does this subject develop?
GCSE Computer Science (Computing) is a great foundation for going
on to do Computing at A level. And Computing at A level is a great
foundation for going on to study Computer Science at University.
This course can lead students into a range of exciting and rewarding
careers such as Software Developer, Database Administrator, Computer
Hardware Engineer, Computer Systems Analyst, Computer Network
Architect, Web Developer, Information Security Analyst, Computer
Programmer, and many other possibilities. It also provides a good
grounding for other subject areas that require problem solving and
analytical skills

OPTION SUBJECTS

OPTION SUBJECTS
GCSE Art and Design: Design - AQA

GCSE Art and Design: Fine Art - AQA

GCSE Art and Design: Photography - AQA

GCSE Drama - Eduqas

GCSE Business - OCR

Creative iMedia - OCR

Subject Overview:
3D Based Option - You will be introduced to traditional and new
media in the topics outlined above, with a view to producing evidence
to support a design portfolio. You will gain a wealth of knowledge in
the subject areas related to 3D Design and Sculpture so that you can
apply these to the externally set assignment with independence and
confidence. The first year of study will include a series of workshops
that explore skills in each of the possible titles and produce evidence
towards the portfolio unit. The broad-based nature of this course allows
teachers and students to tailor the personal investigation towards
individual strengths and encourages students to work outside of their
comfort zones and push the boundaries of convention. You can expect
to work with 3D materials such as clay, wire, plaster and cardboard to
create different constructions.

Subject Overview:
2D Based Option - You will be introduced to traditional and new media in
the topics outlined above, with a view to producing evidence to support
an art, craft and design portfolio. You will gain a wealth of knowledge
in the subject areas related to fine art, textiles and photography so that
you can apply these to the externally set assignment with independence
and confidence. The first year of study will include a series of workshops
that explore skills in each of the possible titles and produce evidence
towards the portfolio unit. The broad-based nature of this course
allows teachers and students to tailor the personal investigation
towards individual strengths and encourages students to work outside
of their comfort zones and push the boundaries of convention. You can
expect to work using 2D materials, techniques and processes such as
printmaking, collage and painting

Subject Overview:
The photography qualification will introduce students to a variety of
photography and lens-based materials, processes and techniques
exploring both traditional and new technologies. The course will
develop student’s skills in studio and outdoor photography gaining
an understanding of portraiture, landscape, still-life and multimedia
photography. Students will gain an understanding of composition and
learn to develop key principles of digital photography. During the firstyear students will explore the manual camera settings in a studio and
outdoor setting and understand how to manipulate the photographs
using a variety of relevant and up to date technology. The qualification
has the potential to tailor the portfolio to each individual student’s
interests and needs such as landscape photography or portraiture.

Subject Overview:
Are you a creative and flexible person who can work well under
pressure and manage time effectively? Do you enjoy getting up and
doing something practical and the chance to perform and be creative
with others? Are you a team player as well as an individual? If so, GCSE
Drama is perfect for you, no matter what your talent or experience. It is a
vital subject that teaches you some of the most important skills you will
need in life and certainly in a job. You will improve your communication
and confidence skills, have the chance to work in a team and make
decisions. You will need to be energetic and willing to have a go
at anything.

Subject Overview:
In GCSE Business, you will learn about how the world of business works
and its relevance to almost every aspect of modern society. Amongst
other topics, you will learn about the skills required to be a successful
entrepreneur, business planning, finance, marketing and discover some
of the methods and techniques used to analyse an organisation’s
performance.

Subject Overview:
This qualification will develop the application of creative media skills
through their practical use. It will provide students with essential
knowledge, transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in
other subjects with the aims of enhancing their employability when
they leave school. The qualification will encourage independence,
creativity and awareness of the digital media sector.
The OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia
consists of two mandatory units and two optional units. The two
mandatory units are R081: Pre-Production Skills and R082: Creating
Digital Graphics. There are then several optional units, to make the
certificate complete another two must be completed.

Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Portfolio - 60% of GCSE
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment – 40% of GCSE

Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Portfolio - 60% of GCSE
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment – 40% of GCSE

Across the qualification students will focus on 4 key assessment
objectives:

Across the qualification students will focus on 4 key assessment
objectives:
•
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating a
critical understanding of sources
•
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting
with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
•
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions
as work progresses.
•
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

•
•
•
•

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating a
critical understanding of sources
AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting
with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions
as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

What skills does this subject develop?
You will be developing 2D and 3D drawing and making skills based on
Graphic Design and 3D design briefs. You will explore a range of craft
skills depending on your brief including ceramics, card construction,
wire sculpting and design skills.

What skills does this subject develop?
You will be developing 2D fine art skills in drawing, painting,
printmaking and photography. You will explore a range of themes that
artists commonly practice to develop outcomes related to the topics
provided.

Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Personal Investigation - 60% of GCSE
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment – 40% of GCSE
Across the qualification students will focus on 4 key assessment
objectives:
•
AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating a
critical understanding of sources
•
•
•

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimentin
with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes
AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions
as work progresses.
AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.

What skills does this subject develop?
You will be developing basic skills of the digital camera and DSLR
cameras as well as an understanding of the compositional elements of
photography. Additionally, you will develop a photography portfolio
that presents work in the format of a professional photographer.

You will get the chance to go and experience live theatre and work with
professional actors and directors who will come into the academy and
work with you. You will also get to perform in front of lots of different
audiences to showcase your talent. If you want an exciting course that
is not sat behind a desk and you are ready to develop your own Drama
as well as exploring plays already written then this is the course for you!
Assessment Overview:
GCSE Drama is examined in three ways:
Devising Theatre (completed in Year 10) Learners participate in the
creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre
using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or
a genre, in response to a stimulus. They also produce a portfolio of
supporting evidence and an evaluation. (40%)
Performing from a Text: Learners study two extracts from the same
performance text and then perform both extracts. This is performed in
front of a visiting examiner and a live audience. (20%)
Written Examination: Section A: Set Text (A series of questions on one
set text ) Section B: Live Theatre Review (Analysis and evaluation of a
live theatre production seen during the course.
This course consists of both practical work and written work. Learners
are expected to perform in front of an audience on a regular basis,
as well as being filmed on camera for exam board submission of
evidence. All learners undertaking this course are required to complete
performances as well as submitting coursework and written work on
time.
What skills does this subject develop?
You may continue to study A Level Drama or take drama-based courses
at university. It is a perfect opportunity to prepare for all creative careers,
public speaking, careers that include teamwork and time management,
acting, directing, technical theatre and all careers that include working
with people.

Business will allow you to build and develop a variety of transferable
skills that will improve your employability and stay with you for the
rest of your life, regardless of what career you choose. You will gain an
understanding of how organisations operate, this will be useful for any
company you join or interact with.
Assessment Overview:
The GCSE is currently assessed through 2 examinations worth 50% each.
•
•
•
•

Examination One: Business activity, marketing and people.
80 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes
Examination Two: Operations, finance and influences on business
80 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes

•
•
•
•
•
•

R083: Creating 2D and 3D Digital Characters
R085: Creating a Multipage Website
R086: Creating a Digital Animation
R087: Creating Interactive Multimedia Products.
R091: Designing a Game Concept
R092: Developing Digital Games

What skills does this subject develop?
Business Studies will allow you to build and develop a variety of
transferable skills that will improve your employability and stay with
you for the rest of your life, regardless of what career you choose.

Assessment Overview:
•
Pre-Production skills - written exam (25%)
•
Creating Digital Graphics – centre assessed project (25 %)
•
Creating Multipage websites - centre assessed project (25 %)
Option Choice
•
Creating a digital animation - centre assessed project (25 %)

This GCSE course opens exciting opportunities to study businessrelated subjects at A-level. Business can be the gateway to several career
choices, as well as being a fascinating subject, it is a useful subsidiary
alongside almost any degree courses at university. Some common
courses to combine with Business are Law, Accounting, Economics,
Journalism, English, ICT and Engineering.

What skills does this subject develop?
If you wish to study at level 3, college or school, this will be an excellent
pathway in to further education in any ICT related course. It will enable
students to follow apprenticeships in IT related courses or could be
used as a skill-based subject which shows an employer the capabilities
of the individual and their level of practical competency.

OPTION SUBJECTS

OPTION SUBJECTS

GCSE Physical Education - Eduqas

GCSE Religious Studies - Pearson

GCSE Media Studies - Eduqas

Subject Overview:
This GCSE in Physical Education will equip students with the knowledge,
understanding, skills and values they need to be able to develop and
maintain their performance in physical activities. Students will also gain
understanding of how physical activities benefit health, fitness and
well-being.
•
Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors
that underpin physical activity and sport and use this knowledge
and understanding to improve performance.
•
Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects
performance in physical activity and sport.
•
Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing
skills and techniques and selecting and using tactics, strategies
and/or compositional ideas.
•
Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve
performance in physical activity and sport.
•
Understand the contribution that physical activity and sport
•
make to health, fitness and well-being.
•
Understand the key socio-cultural influences that can affect
•
people’s involvement in physical activity and sport.

Subject Overview:
Religious Studies provides students with the opportunity to explore
different beliefs, practices and issues within religion. Students will
gain an in depth understanding of two of the world’s largest religions
and explore four thematic units of study from non-religious as well as
religious perspectives. By doing so, students not only gain knowledge
but have the opportunity to reflect on and find meaning in their own
beliefs, values and personal worldviews. Religious Studies allows
students to grapple with some of the big questions in life, developing
a critical approach to understanding religion. In a globalised world it is
more important than ever to understand different beliefs and cultures
in order to be best prepare for life in a multicultural workplace and
society, and Religious Studies provides an excellent foundation for this.

Subject Overview:
This course will allow you to take a look into a world you will already
be very familiar with but will offer you a new perspective on it. You will
explore the way media texts get made and how audiences respond to
what they see, as well as offering your opinions about media texts and,
crucially, you will get to create plenty yourself!

Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems Written examination: 1 hour
and 45 minutes, 36% of the qualification, 90 marks
Content overview:
•
Applied anatomy and physiology,
•
Movement analysis
•
Physical training
•
Use of data.
Component 2: Health and Performance Written examination: 1 hour
and 15 minutes, 24% of the qualification, 70 marks
Content overview:
•
Health, fitness and well-being
•
Sport psychology
•
Socio-cultural influence
Component 3: Practical Performance - Non-examined assessment:
internally marked and externally moderated 30% of the qualification
105 marks (35 marks per activity)
Content overview:
•
Individual and team activities,
•
General performance skills.
What skills does this subject develop?
Alongside the obvious physiological benefits of school sport and
Physical Education are the skills students develop, such as teamwork,
organisation,
communication,
self-discipline,
resilience
and
‘bouncebackability’.

Assessment Overview:
Students will study two religions. In the Christianity unit, students will
study Christian beliefs, living the Christian life, marriage and the family
and life after death. In the Buddhism unit, students will study Buddhist
beliefs, living the Buddhist Life, philosophy of religion and social justice.
Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics: Christianity. Written
exam 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of overall grade).
Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice:
Buddhism. Written exam 1 hour 45 minutes (50% of overall grade).
What skills does this subject develop?
GCSE Religious Studies develops critical thinking and evaluation
skills, allowing students to develop their ability to write arguments.
Engagement with religious texts allows students to develop their
abilities to analyse and extract meaning. These transferable skills are
desirable to both employers and universities. A GCSE in Religious
Studies lends itself to a variety of academic A Levels and degrees,
including theology, philosophy, sociology, history and psychology.
Having an understanding of different beliefs and cultures is far more
than just a ticket to further levels of education; it will mean your
interactions and experiences with different places and people will be
more informed and ultimately more meaningful.

Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Exploring the Media - Written examination: 1 hour 30
minutes (40% of qualification)
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation.
This section assesses media language and representation in relation
to two of the following print media forms: magazines, marketing (film
posters), newspapers, or print advertisements.
Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products - Written
examination: 1 hour 30 minutes (30% of qualification).
Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences. This section
assesses two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, radio,
video games. This component assesses all areas of the theoretical
framework and contexts of the media in relation to television and music.
Component 3: Creating Media Products - Non-examined assessment
(30% of qualification).
An individual media production for an intended audience in response to
a choice of briefs set by WJEC, applying knowledge and understanding
of media language and representation. (e.g create an opening sequence
for a new TV teen drama)
What skills does this subject develop?
A number of universities regard this subject as demonstrating
engagement with modern life and showing knowledge of important
contemporary trends. Being able to understand how the media affects
us is an important tool for careers such as: Journalism, Politics, Public
Relations Events Management, Marketing and Advertising, Television,
Research and Concept Designers.

Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering
WJEC
Subject Overview:
The WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering has
been designed to support learners in schools and colleges who want
to learn about this vocational sector and the potential it can offer them
for their careers or further study It is most suitable as a foundation
for further study. This further study would provide learners with the
opportunity to develop a range of specialist and general skills that
would support their progression to employment. Employment in
hospitality and catering can range from waiting staff, receptionists
and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar managers and food
technologists in food manufacturing. All these roles require further
education and training either through apprenticeships or further and
higher education
Assessment Overview:
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry will be an externally
assessed examination paper (1 hour 30 minutes - 90 marks).
Format: On screen, e-assessment. Short and extended answer
questions based around applied situations. Learners will be required
to use stimulus material presented in different formats to respond to
questions.
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action. This unit is internally assessed
and externally moderated.
Grading: Level 1 Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction
What skills does this subject develop?
This subject mirrors many work-related activities in the hospitality and
catering sector and provides for learning in a range of contexts. As
such, the qualification provides learners with a broad appreciation of
work in the hospitality and catering sector and wider opportunities for
progression into further education, employment or training, as well as
developing invaluable life skills that can be applied in the home.

Level 1 / 2 Technical Award in Health and
Fitness - NCFE
Subject Overview:
The study of health and fitness involves understanding the functions of
the body systems, understanding of the principles of training, knowing
how the body reacts in the short- and long-term to fitness activities,
how to create and apply lifestyle analysis tools and how to create a
fitness programme for a person with specific goals. The qualification
focuses on an applied study of the health and fitness sector and
learners will gain a broad understanding and knowledge of working
in the sector.
Assessment Overview:
The three components in the qualification give learners the opportunity
to develop broad knowledge and understanding of the sports industry,
and specialist skills and techniques in planning fitness-training
programmes and recommending nutritional strategies to improve
fitness and performance at Level 2.
Unit One: Introduction to body systems and principles of training,
health and fitness. Externally assessed written examination, 1 hour 30
minutes, worth 40% of qualification.
Unit 2: Preparing and planning for health and fitness. Internally assessed
synoptic project woth 60% of overall qualification.
What skills does this subject develop?
Alongside the obvious physiological benefits of school sport and
Physical Education are the skills students develop, such as teamwork,
organisation,
communication,
self-discipline,
resilience
and
‘bouncebackability’.
Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4
learning might consider progression to:
•
A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range
of subjects
•
Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC
National in Sport, which prepares learners to enter employment
or an Apprenticeship, or to move to higher education by studying
a degree in the sport or sport and exercise areas.

BTEC Health and Social Care - Pearson
Subject Overview:
Health and Social care is the heart of vocational studies. We pride
ourselves on the Six C’s; Care, Communication, Compassion, Courage,
Competence and Commitment. This subject invites you into the
industry of empathy and understanding. If the prospect of being a
nurse, midwife, paramedic, care worker, social worker or any other
vital care role inspires you then this is the course for you. The course
offers mixtures of hands on practical skills from understanding the
way children play to the importance of technical medical skills such as
taking blood pressures. We like big hearts and a willingness to support
and help other people.
Assessment Overview:
Component 1: Human Lifespan Development
Aim: understand how we grow and develop throughout our lives
Assessment: Written assignments split between your chosen celebrity
and how they have developed through their life stages and professional
interviews conducted with friends and relatives.
Weighting: 30% of total course
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values
Aim: get to know how the Health and Social Care sector works
and the care values that lie at the core of it.
Assessment: Presentation based around case studies with an
opportunity to show case your wonderful skills like care and kindness
Weighting: 30% of total course
Component 3: Health and Wellbeing
Aim: help improve someone’s health and wellbeing
Assessment: External exam based and practical skills to improve
someone’s health and wellbeing.
Weighting: 40% of total course
What skills does this subject develop?
Health and Social Care is about the understanding that everybody is
different but champions equality and diversity. You will learn a huge
amount of skills like empathy, communication, practical skills like being
confident in taking people’s vital observations and the want to support
other people. Health and Social Care is such a wide subject which can
lead to many different opportunities. Above all we want you to learn
that sitting down, listening and holding someone’s hand can make a
huge difference to that person’s recovery.

OPTION SUBJECTS
Certificate in Performance
Practitioners - RSL

for

CONTACT INFORMATION

Music

Subject Overview:
This course is ideal for students who want to develop their skills in
Music Performance. As well as exploring the demands of performing,
instrumental practice and a history of musical genres.
You will study three units of work; two compulsory units, and one
optional. These are:
Music Knowledge Development (Internally Assessed):
•
Developing listening, analysis, research and communication skills
to explore a range of musical genres.
•
Exploring and discussing key musical elements that link to a
specific genre
Live Music Performance (External):
•
Planning, rehearsing and evaluating a performance aimed at a
specific target audience.
This is the external unit and must be filmed and sent to the exam board.

Mrs K O’Gormley: kogormley@marshacademy.org.uk
Vice Principal
Miss C Duffy: cduffy@marshacademy.org.uk
Assistant Principal, Responsibility for KS3
Miss R Wood: rwood@marshacademy.org.uk
Head of Year 9
Mrs A Shaw: ashaw@marshacademy.org.uk
Careers/WEX Coordinator

Instrumental Study (Internally Assessed):
•
Demonstrating care of a chosen instrument and the instrumentalist
•
Developing instrument-specific technique appropriate to
performance
•
Reviewing progress in instrumental techniques, evaluating your
own progress on your instrument
Assessment Overview:
The course a mixture of internally assessed and externally assessed
units. Internal assessments will take place during lessons and are
evidenced through coursework and teacher observations. Externally
assessed units are monitored by the teacher with limited input. Learners
submit coursework and perform in an assessment concert in front of a
live audience, which is filmed and sent to the exam board for marking.
There is no written exam for this qualification.
This course consists of both practical work and written work. Learners
are expected to perform in front of an audience on a regular basis,
as well as being filmed on camera for exam board submission of
evidence. All learners undertaking this course are required to complete
performances as well as submitting coursework and written work on
time.
What skills does this subject develop?
This course is ideal for students who want to develop their skills in
music performance. Students must be able to play an instrument or
sing proficiently.
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